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Chairman’s Year-End Report:

It is with immense pride that | present my first year-end report as your Chairman. | must
begin by expressing my deepest gratitude: thank you to all our wonderful volunteers.

From the parents and students supporting the Academy to the mentors, coaches, and
selectors guiding our Juvenile and Senior panels. To those who help behind the scenes
getting Gala nights, coffee shops, fundraising, Santa village, family fun days the list goes on
you are, unequivocally, the lifeblood of this club.

My first year in the role has seen a tremendous amount of work undertaken, and while
we've made significant strides, we know there is plenty more to do. I've been fortunate to
be surrounded by great club people who have provided invaluable support throughout the
year. We are all volunteers, and the collaborative spirit has been essential.

Focus on Development and Performance

A highlight this year was the successful launch of our dedicated Coaching Committee.

This group has made tangible progress, and their recommendations are a top priority for us.
In the coming weeks and months, we will be pushing forward with their proposals to ensure
the highest standards of development for both our players and our coaches.

On the field, we've had moments of great success, which are detailed further in this
yearbook. However, we know we have more potential waiting to be unlocked. We look
forward to 2026 being a truly great and successful year for every team and player involved.

Our Grounds and Future Challenges

Our facilities are continuously being kept in excellent shape, and we strive to improve
them year on year. The dedicated work here often goes unnoticed, but it keeps our club
running seamlessly.

Looking ahead, the next few years will undoubtedly be challenging due to the major local
developments happening around the area. This requires foresight and diligence, and | must
commend our Development Committee for being exceptionally proactive in liaising with al
relevant councils and developers to stay ahead of these complex plans. They are doing a
fantastic job ensuring the club’s best interests are protected.

Thank you once again for your commitment, your time, and your enthusiasm.
| look forward to working with you all and celebrating great success in 2026.

Gary Prunty
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Senior Football

Our Senior Footballers experienced quite a roller-coaster ride this season both on and off the
field.

The season started with the adoption of the new rules and was bookended with the uncertainty
over the format to be used for the 2025 football championship.

The County team’s extended Tailteann Cup run meant the original championship format

of two groups of six was swapped for three groups of four thereby reducing the number of
group stage rounds from five to three. This increased the jeopardy for us making

qualification from the group stages that bit more difficult.

The Division 1A Senior Football League commenced on 13th February with a home match
against St Patricks of Wicklow. We got off to a slow start but gradually got on top and led 1-8
to 0-5 at the break. An early second half Paul Cunningham goal and some well taken points
gave us a handsome lead but the concession of two goals made for a nervous ending and we
were relieved to hear the final whistle for a 2-13 to 2-11 win.

A long trip to Coolkenno saw us secure the points with a 2-15 to 0-7 points win. A Niall
McGraynor hat-trick laid the foundation for an impressive home win against Avondale.
Conceding a last minute goal in Carnew ended our unbeaten run. Hollywood put 3-15 past us
but we scored 4-15 to secure another home win. Away wins against Dunlavin and
Coolboy/Shillelagh saw us top the table and a home win against Avondale saw our Captain
Shane Lohan lifting the trophy.

Division 1A League Winners
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Next up was the Division 1A League final against Carnew. It turned out to be a hot day in
Aughrim with scores at a premium. We struggled to get any flow to our play but Cian Lohan’s
contribution of 4 points kept us in touch. When Referee Anthony Nolan awarded a dubious
penalty to Carnew it felt as if it was not going to be our day. But cometh the man cometh the
hour and Des Kelly stepped up to make a brilliant save from the penalty. It was then left to
Eoin McCormack to turn the screw with a well taken point to put us one ahead shortly
before the final whistle.



Senior Football
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League Cup Final Winners
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The revised draw for the Championship left us in a tough group with An Téchar, Carnew and
Baltinglass.

With An Tochar having been tipped to win this year's championship we knew it was going to be
a tough opener against them. We got off to a steady start and created plenty of chances and
led 0-5 to 0-3 when Ryan Harrison's effort which appeared to split the posts was waved wide.
Unfortunately we did not push on and found ourselves 0-10 to 0-5 adrift early into the second
half. Our fightback started with a fantastic individual goal from Conor Broderick who added a
further 0-6 points to his account. Although we threatened the An Tochar goal a couple of times
down the stretch An Téchar ran out 0-15 to 1-11 winners in the end.

In our second Championship game we were paired up against old rivals Carnew in Ashford
where nothing but a win would suffice. Referee Anthony Nolan was once more on duty and he
again awarded a dubious penalty to Carnew. However once again Des Kelly stepped up to make
a brilliant save. We pushed on from there and won the game comfortably by 5 points and were
up and running.

Our last group game pitted us against Baltinglass, a team we have not had the best of records
against over the years. We enjoyed a reasonable start and were unfortunate that Darragh
Rochford’s shot for goal shaved the post. Playing against a strong breeze we had our chances
but Baltinglass took their opportunities to leave us trailing 1-11 to 0-5 at half time. We probably
had the better of the exchanges in the second half with big scores from Ryan Harrison and Paul
Cunningham but the gap was too wide leaving the final score 1-14 to 0-12 for Baltinglass. More
bad news followed on hearing from Aughrim that Carnew had beaten An Téchar which meant
that not only did we not make the quarter finals but instead we were now in a relegation battle



Senior Football

with last years championship semi-finalists Dunlavin and the County Champions for 2022
and 2023, Blessington.

The Blessington game was probably our best performance of the year and while we lost by two
points we were probably the better team. Missed scoring chances was our Achilles heel but we
showed great tenacity throughout the game which gave us confidence going into the do or
die Dunlavin decider.

All roads led to Blessington for the battle between ourselves and Dunlavin and what a heart
stopper this game turned out to be. We led by one point going into injury time when Dunlavin
goaled with what looked like the winning score. However quick thinking by goalkeeper Paul
O'Keeffe resulted in him getting his kickout away to Rob Walsh and after we quickly and
incisively worked the ball up the field, Cathal McGee grabbed the game by the scruff of the
neck and arrowed a beautiful,rapier like finish to the bottom corner of the net to spark
pandemonium. Cian Lohan added an insurance point with a lovely strike to improve our

score difference.

While the fear of relegation hung over us for a further two weeks and depended on the
Blessington/Dunlavin game, in the end Blessington beat Dunlavin resulting in us retaining
our senior status for 2026.




Senior Football

We send our best wishes to Captain Shane Lohan and Kathleen who recently departed
for Australia and beyond for a year’s sabbatical.

This year's Championship was one of the most competitive in years with every team on
their day capable of winning. Many matches were decided by the slimmest of margins. Both
Carnew and Baltinglass who were in our group reached the County Final with Baltinglass
prevailing and becoming County Champions. Baltinglass and ourselves were the only teams
to defeat Carnew this year so it should be onwards and upwards for this group of players
going into 2026.

This panel has a lovely blend of up and coming footballers and seasoned campaigners.
They played some great football during the year and ultimately showed great character and
resilience in retaining their senior status when lesser teams would have wilted. A special
mention must go to Des Kelly and Ross Hayde for their excellent training attendance record
over the year.

The management team would like to thank all those who turned out to support the
2025 panelduring the year.

John Walsh, Rory McGarry, Jimmy Ganly, Willie Braine, Tadhg Dornan, Pat Wogan and Alan.



Senior Hurling

Reflecting on 2025, the Senior Hurling team will look back on the 2025 season as a
disappointment. Bray was aiming for another history breaking County Championship to add
to the 6 in a row achieved in 2024. Unfortunately, a 2 point defeat to Carnew in the County
Final on October 12th resulted in the end of this dream.

As usual we competed in the Wicklow Senior Hurling League, Dublin Hurling League Division

3 and the Wicklow Senior Hurling championship. Conor McNally, Ben Kearney, Davy Maloney,
John Henderson, Marc Lennon, Ronan Mc Mahon, Eoin McCormack and Padraig Doyle

played with the Wicklow county team, with Davy Maloney the County Hurling Captain for 2025.

The year kicked off with an amazing club celebration in the Royal Marine Hotel and the 6 in a
row winning team and managements were rightfully recognised for their achievements.

Jackie Napier presented a specially commissioned booklet on 'The Golden Age of Bray

Emmets Hurling” to all the members which documented the journey over the previous 10 years.

On the field, the Dublin Hurling league commenced in March 2025 with the aim to consolidate
our status and use the league to blood new players. Our first game was a home draw against
Na Fianna's second team. With so many established players representing Wicklow as well as
some long-term injuries, this Division 3 league was a fantastic opportunity for players to gain
experience and exposure to regular high standard hurling.



Senior Hurling

New players to the team took this opportunity. We must give credit must to Dara Maloney who
stepped in provide goalkeeping cover. We welcomed Brian Dooley into the club and he
immediately made corner back his home. Players such as Willie Cash, Art O Suilleabhain,

Ronan Hogan, Senan Croke, Eanna Hayes, Conor Broderick, Tristan Doherty, Gavin Henderson
and Rory Lambe got regular games. Following our first draw, we went on a losing streak of

four losses; to Round Towers, Setanta, St Vincent's and Lucan. We followed this with a draw
against O Tooles and one win against our neighbours Cuala until May. These results left us deep
in the relegation zone. With the end of the inter-county campaign and with the return of some
more established players the team strengthened, and our results improved against Naomh
Fionbarra, Naomh Olaf and Scoil Ui Chonaill which earned our Division-3 status for 2026.

The Wicklow League which ran in parallel was a mixed bag with 3 losses — to away to Carnew
and Kiltegan and a home less against Eire Og.

Late June and July was the time for preparations for the Wicklow Senior Hurling Championship.
Disappointingly the format of the championship was changed late-on due to the Wicklow
Senior Football team reaching the semi-final to the Tailteann Cup. Sadly, it would mean that

the number of meaningful competitive group games was reduced from 6 games to only 2 group
games. Hurling in the county lost out with that decision. Bray Emmets were drawn in a group

of 2 others — Avondale and St. Patrick’'s Wicklow. On paper this was the easier group and we as
expected we had easy wins in the group to qualify for the semi-final.

With this change in format and lack of quality games, it was important to get quality challenge
matches. A memorable trip to Upperchurch in Tipperary in July was the start of the journey.
Although we were given a lesson in hurling, the trip will be fondly remembered as a team
building session with a memorable sing-song led by Luke Maloney and Karl Lacey. Challenges
against Glynn Barntown, Ballinteer St Johns, Faughs and Cloughbawn followed.

A facile win in the semi-final against Avondale qualified us for the county final once again.

There was huge support from the club in the build up to the final and the players and
management really appreciated it. Videos were produced and the team received a huge
amount of supportive messages from the whole club and especially the local schools and
juvenile section. Despite the terraces filled with Bray Emmets’ supporters, the performance on
the field lacked the quality that we were capable of. We must give credit must go to the hunger
and work-rate of our opposition as they smothered Bray players throughout the field.
Nevertheless, we had a chance to win the game only for an amazing last-ditch block on a
Padraig Doyle shot to deflect a goal-bound shot out for a 65.



Senior Hurling

Disappointment and sadness were the overriding emotions on the day. However, in fairness
to this Bray Emmet’s team, they battled manfully right to the end. They lost but with dignity
and pride. The club should be proud of their achievements to-date.

| have no doubt that the rest will be good for this group of players. They have been on the
road for the best part of a decade. With the return to the fold of established players who
were unavailable with long term injuries and an increased focus and resolve, they will come
back stronger in 2026.

Off the field, squad members continue to contribute their time and efforts to the club. Padraig
Doyle and Karl Lacey provided coaching to the Camogie team. John Henderson and Luke
Maloney are coaching the Minor Hurling team. At the time of writing they are preparing to take
on Carnew in the Minor final.

We must congratulate our captain Padraig Doyle who was awarded the full forward spot on
the Christy Ring, Nicky Rackard & Lory Meagher Team of the Year for his inter-county exploits.

As always, we would like to again thank all Club members and the Club Executive for all their
support and encouragement throughout the year.

We thank our sponsors Druid Software for their generous sponsorship.

County final Team and Panel:

Conor McNally; Ben Kearney (Vice captain), Karl Lacey, Sean Kenny, Padraig Doyle John
Henderson, Daire Henderson, Luke Maloney, Davy Maloney; Ronan McMahon, Marc Lennon,
Eoin McCormack, Willie Cash, Christy Moorehouse, Andrew Conway, Subs: Mikey Lee,
Diarmuid Masterson, Ben McCormack , Art O Suilleabhain, Dara Maloney, Conor Broderick,
Rory Lambe, Oscar Harty, Cian O Byrne, Gavin Henderson, Tristan Doherty, Cillian Ryder,
Daire Lohan, Seanie McDonagh, Mikey Timmons,

Manager: Ronan O Brien

Selector: Seanie Maloney, Paddy Lee

Physio: Cameron McKeever,Michael McCarthy
Strength and Conditioning: Alan Malone
Logistics and Kit: Padraig Lohan, Dermot Conway
Stats: John Broderick and Barry Hogan

Team Liaison: Larry Timmons



Bray Emmets Adult Ladies Football

The Senior Ladies squad has once again demonstrated their huge commitment to both
training and matches across the year. Their dedication is evident in their willingness to train
in all weather conditions and to show up for early Saturday morning sessions. The team
reached the semi-final stage of the Senior Championship, building on last year's progress.
Every championship match was a hard-fought battle, with many close and nail-biting
encounters, with the ladies missing out by one-score margins. In the semi-final, we faced
Tinahely Ladies. As always, we created numerous chances and showcased our quality, but
ultimately, we fell to the eventual championship winners.

We are confident that this squad has the right combination of attitude, skill, and commitment,
setting the stage for even greater achievements in the year ahead. We look forward to
welcoming new players in 2026, which will further strengthen our squad and allow us to
compete more fiercely at both Senior and Junior levels.

A huge thank you to our Joint Captains, Juliette Fortune and Catherine Corbett, for their
leadership and the example they set for the team. Their efforts have played a significant role
in raising the standards across the entire squad. It has been a pleasure to work alongside them
both.



Bray Emmets Adult Ladies Football

I would also like to express my gratitude to the Senior management team, who continue to
demonstrate unwavering commitment, drive, and dedication to both the Senior and Junior
squads, as well as the Ladies section as a whole. Under the leadership of Brian O'Keeffe,
along with Sean O'Neill, the coaching team has once again provided top-tier training,
strength & conditioning, and tactical preparation, ensuring the team is always challenged
and well-prepared. This year, we were also fortunate to welcome John O'Keeffe to the
management team. John's wealth of playing experience has been invaluable in refining our
training, preparation, and game strategies. The growth of the Senior Ladies team is a direct
reflection of the hard work put in by the entire management team.

I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Anne Longmore for her tireless work on behalf
of the Ladies Section, particularly in her role as Bray Ladies Secretary. Much of this work
goes unseen by the players, but it is essential to the smooth operation of the Ladies section,
and we are deeply appreciative of her dedication.

We would also like to express our gratitude to our main sponsor, Metec Consulting Engineers,
and especially Bernard Denver, for their generous sponsorship and ongoing commitment to
the Senior Ladies Team. Their support has been instrumental in the development and growth
of the Ladies section, and we are incredibly grateful for it.

| would like to thank the management committee of the club, especially Gary Prunty, Gerard
Murphy, Anne Marie Buckley and Liam McGraynor for all their support and encouragement

for the Ladies section throughout the year.

Finally, a personal thanks to Paddy for his unwavering support, hard work, and patience. His
belief in the squad has been a constant source of encouragement for the players.

As always, it has again been an absolute pleasure to work with all the Ladies throughout the year.

John Butler



Junior Football

It was a case of what could have been for the Junior B football team in 2025. Reaching the
quarter finals in both the league and championship but not being able to get over those
hurdles will be a disappointment for the squad and management.

However it was not all doom and gloom with the group attracting new players some of which
would have played underage for the club returning to the fold. Training with and parallel to
the senior team helped increase fitness and improve skills and quite a few of the Junior team
got Senior experience in the Senior League and friendlies. Thank you John, Rory and Jimmy
for accommodating this.

Wins against Rathnew, Avondale, Ashford and AGB ensured the team qualified for the quarter
finals against Blessington in the Division 4 league. On a night where the group were missing a
few players through exams, work and injury Blessington won out and went on to get beaten in
the final by Annacurra. This was disappointing for the group as they have the ability to play in
a higher league which would bring them further along.

In the championship our first game was against Avondale away and it was a very tight affair
with the winning and losing of the game coming down to Avondale’s ability to score 2
pointers from placed balls. Knowing that there was now no room for manoeuvre our next
game was against Blessington at home. Using fast direct football and dominating midfield
Bray ran out easy winners knowing the path to the quarter finals was back in their own hands
if they beat Baltinglass in their final game. It was not looking good at half time in Baltinglass
with the team behind by 4 points and not playing well, however players stood up in the
second half and bit by bit overturned the deficit to win out by 2 points in what the groups best
performance of the year.Our quarter final was against Knockananna in Knockananna at 7.15
on a Thursday. There was no sway in moving the fixture time to allow players get there. In a
very physical game with a referee that allowed the game and blood to flow Bray were well
beaten on a night to be forgotten.

Overall the year was positive, one the team's briefs was to get players back playing and it

was heartening to see so many players coming back, playing adult football and enjoying
themselves. Junior B also provides a pathway to players coming out of underage teams to
give them a flavour of Adult football and it would be hoped with the high number of players
coming out of the 2025 minor team this year will make themselves available in 2026.

A special word of thanks to Gerry Morgan, Stephen Ebbs, Mossie Kelly and Tony Denver for
their help and commitment this year. Of course, nothing happens without players and | would
like to thank them for their efforts throughout the year. Finally | would like to thank Anne
Marie and Brenda for their help this year in arranging pitches, friendlies and referees, all this
work goes on unseen but it is so important to the running of teams in the club.



Ladies Junior Football

The Ladies Junior football team were coached and guided by the Senior BEL management
team for the 2025 season. A big big thanks to them for their time and effort in ensuring a
well-trained, fit and enthusiastic junior squad got to participate in the Cup, League and
Championship. A special mention to Anne Longmore for her mentorship and unfailing support.
A shout-out to JP Croke and Stephen Bell along with the ul6 girls for stepping in when needed.
Final thanks to Paddy (who always looks out for us) and the Executive Management of the

club especially Gary!

The team showed incredible determination, teamwork, and sportsmanship from start to finish.
Every player gave a huge effort, supporting one another both on and off the pitch, and
demonstrating real dedication to the squad. While the wins didn't always come, the attitude
remained positive, resilient, and united.

The teams hard work paid off with a strong cup and league run, reaching both a semi-final
(via St Nicks in a sun-drenched Dunlavin) and a final (away to Ashford) —testament to their
growth and commitment over the season. Whilst a trophy ultimately eluded the squad,

the team's spirit, resilience, and unity never wavered. It was a season to be proud of, built on
effort, heart, and true team spirit.

We move into 2026 with a fantastic base to build on and a great group of ladies.
Well done all!



Junior Hurling

We started back training early February with a squad of 34 Players available to play junior hurling.
Of that 34 players 14 would go on to train with the intermediates / seniors. Despite this Numbers
were good at training. Our first match Was at home to Kiltegan On the 2nd of April. Which we
would lose 1;12 to 3;11. We would play 10 games In the league. Losing 5 Winning 3 and drawing
2. Our first match in the Championship would be on the 23rd of July v knockananna. We would
win the game by 4 points. But like most games we made life hard for ourselves in the first half
which was a problem for us all year. Before deciding to up our in the second half .

Worse was to come after the match when knockananna decided to lodge a complaint saying

we used an ineligible intermediate player. Despite reassurances from myself and the intermediate
management on the night that we did not. The county board, in their wisdom, decided to ban
the player for 12 weeks. But thanks to the club who rallied round and proved we did not field

an ineligible player. We would play three more Championship games. Losing to Avondale
drawing with Eire Og and Aughrim. This would mean that we would play Arklow Rocks in the

B semi final

The semi final was played in Kilcoole on Friday the 5th of September. After beating Arklow In
the league by 19 points. We were confident of reaching the final. Unfortunately, we would lose
the semi final by 5 points. Unlike the rest of the year, we had a very good first half and in the
dressing room we were confident of finishing the job in the second-half. But as they say goals
win matches. The fact that we could not raise a green flag and Arklow scored three goals made
all the difference.



Junior Hurling

It was a disappointing end to the season. But there was much to be Optimistic about. All of the
younger players showed well throughout the year And no doubt a few will go up to intermediate
next year, maybe even senior. Plus having Not so younger players like Paddy Lee, Peter Kiely,

Ed Keating. Paul Barry. Tom Cash , Danny Egligton Playing junior hurling really helps the
younger players.

I'd like to thank Jackie Napier. Michael Roddy. Michael O Byrne and Ronan O'Brien For all their
help. It makes Managing the junior hurlers a hell of a lot easier when you have help from the
intermediate and senior management.

A massive thank you to Graham Bushe. For everything he does from training the players,

helping pick the team being doctor ,physio ,hurly carrier ,water Carrier the list is endless .

Finally. Thanks to all the players who played this year? As always it's a pleasure watching you
wear the Emmett’s jersey. It might not always be good for the health Watching from the sideline.
But you make it worth it. The fact that so many of you still want to train during the winter says

it all about you, your love for hurling and BRAY EMMETS. Appreciate it LADS



Academy 2025

Closing out 2024 with our annual Santa Visit was truly a magical experience once again. The
clubhouse was transformed into a winter wonderland, complete with festive treats aplenty at
our Christmas coffee shop. The excitement began at 10 a.m. as children eagerly awaited their
turn to meet Santa, entertained by our lively Emmets Elves who offered colouring and face
painting to keep spirits high. The atmosphere was electric throughout the day, culminating in
visits from the All-stars team that brought even more joy to the event. Each child's face lit up
with pure delight as they entered the grotto, eyes wide with wonder at the sight of Santa and
his enchanting chimney. It was a day filled with laughter, joy, and the true spirit of Christmas,
leaving lasting memories for all who attended.

In January to Easter the academy moved indoors to the Sports Halls in Colaiste Raithin and
Ravenswell schools. This ensured we could hold Academy training weekly without the threat

of having to miss sessions due to bad weather. In March, the Academy members joyfully
participated in the St Patrick’s Day Parade alongside other juvenile players and All Stars
representing the club. The day was filled with excitement and enjoyment for everyone involved.
This year's turnout was truly remarkable, with an endless sea of navy, green, and white as we
proudly marched through the town's streets, showcasing our club to the wider community.
The vibrant atmosphere and the sense of unity among all participants made it a memorable
day for all.

2025 has been another year of growth and success for our Academy, marked by an enrolment
boost with 190 new children joining us across the groups. This increase in numbers mirrors
the confidence parents have in our ability to provide a nurturing and dynamic environment
for their children. Our community continues to flourish, and the enthusiasm was palpable as
we resumed training on August 30th, following the summer break. The following three

weeks of open days allowed 50 to 60 newcomers to experience the joy and skill-building
opportunities at Bray Emmets for the first time. Emphasising fun and development, we are
dedicated to ensuring children enjoy themselves, form friendships, and acquire valuable skills,
setting the stage for achievements in Hurling and Gaelic Football.

October was an exciting and bustling month for our community! The Senior Hurling team'’s
meet and greet on October 4th was a fantastic opportunity for our youngest club members
to meet with their favourite players ahead of their County Hurling Championship Final.



Academy 2025

As Halloween approaches, the anticipation for our festive celebrations surely adds to the
liveliness. With a dress-up day and treats in the coffee planned to embrace the spooky spirit
and bring everyone together for some fun.

Excitement for Santa's visit is already in the air, and we are already looking ahead to the most
magical day in our academy year and look forward to creating more lasting memories

for everyone involved.

The support from parents has been invaluable, with many taking on various roles to ensure
the smooth operation of our programmes. Our young coaches, too, deserve special
recognition for their dedication and inspiring leadership. We extend our deepest gratitude to
all children and parents for their unwavering support, which is the cornerstone of our
ongoing success. As we move forward, our commitment to providing an enriching and
inspiring journey for every child remains steadfast, and we look forward to continuing this
remarkable trajectory.
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Academy 2018s Girls & Boys

It's been an exciting year for the 2018s!

We played our first matches at the end of April and continued on with weekly blitzes
throughout the summer. There was a great turnout from all our young players who
showed great determination and improved from week to week.

This year was also our first year playing in the Mini All Ireland in June — a super opportunity
to play up with the year ahead! The group have enjoyed strong support from parents who
have stepped up to coach, help out, cheer on and encourage these new players.

Particular thanks to the coaches of other teams who offered advice and tips, and especially
to John Smyth who ran a session with our new 2018 coaches with great session plans and
ideas.

Also thanks to Willie, Brenda and the club for supporting the transition to matches, and to
the parents and players for their commitment and dedication this year. And lastly, to those

parents who have taken on coaching roles for the group a huge thank you!

Looking forward to the seasons ahead!




Juvenile boys chairman’s report

Since my appointment last year, | have seen first-hand the dedication and commitment of all of
our coaches and volunteers in preparing our underage teams. Undoubtedly, being a dual Club
and playing in competitions in both Wicklow and Dublin presents unique challenges but overall,
we should be proud of how we face these demands.

On the pitch, we have enjoyed mixed fortunes with all of our teams experiencing the usual high
and lows you would expect in any sport, especially at juvenile level. Our Ulls got their first taste
of competitive football and hurling in Wicklow, performing really well in both codes and showing
that they have plenty of potential for the years ahead. Our U13s enjoyed promotion in both
hurling and football in the Dublin League while in Wicklow, after a loss in the Hurling Shield
Final, the boys bounced back to secure a Football Shield title. Similarly, the U15s won their
Hurling Shield Final and made significant contributions to successes at County level; two players
on the Wicklow U15 Football Team, nine on the Wicklow U15 Hurling Team and a further four
representatives on the U14 Hurling Development Squad. Our Minor footballers, despite some
early season promise, had their championship ambitions ended earlier than expected but it
should be noted that we lost to both Finalists of this competition, AGB and Kiltegan, by a single
point in the group stages so there is plenty of potential within the squad.

At the time of writing, our Minor Hurlers are busy preparing for a County Final and we wish them
well in what is a really competitive championship. This team also provided the County Minor
squad with six players as well as five representatives on the Wicklow U16 panel.

As well as these league and championship games, the Club continues to offer other avenues

for the boys to develop and display their skills. Our Summer and Easter Camps are always
popular while our Mini All-Irelands and Spring Hurling Leagues are highlights of the year for all of
the boys involved. Many of our players also participate in Cumann na mBunscoil Blitzes held at
Old Conna and again, the opportunity to represent your school and compete against some of
your Bray Emmets teammates is really important in their development and the Club should be
congratulated in its willingness to continue to hold these events.

From speaking to various volunteers, | have two general observations to make. One is the
increasing number of amalgamation teams that are beginning to compete in Wicklow
championships, especially at Minor level. While | understand the reasons some teams may have
to amalgamate, in other cases it is not so obvious and it makes it increasingly difficult for
individual clubs like Bray Emmets to be competitive.

The second is the huge impact that the involvement of Senior players in training sessions has
on our juvenile players. This year we have seen the benefits of Senior footballers and hurlers
taking time out from their own busy schedules to contribute to the coaching of some of our
underage teams and we cannot underestimate the value of this. The boys genuinely look up to
these players and as a Club, we should try to facilitate this as much as possible.



Juvenile boys chairman’s report

To the many coaches involved in our teams, thank you for all of the time and effort you put
into our players. Nothing makes me prouder than to see our pitches full on a Tuesday or
Thursday night with boys being taught the skills of our games by enthusiastic and dedicated
coaches.

We are fortunate to have so many people willing to give up their free time.

To the parents of our players, firstly apologies for all of the cold and wet mornings on the
sidelines, for the long midweek journeys and of course, for the baskets of muddy gear for
washing! But like us, you know and understand the benefits of having your sons involved in
our Club; making friends, physical wellbeing, resilience, all skills that they will have for life
thanks to their involvement in the GAA. Thank you for your continued support.

I'd also like to acknowledge the incredible work of three Club Officers who regularly assist
me in my role; Children’s Officer Suzanne Byrne whose advice and calm approach to issues
is invaluable; Academy Chairperson Brenda Donohue whose encyclopaedic knowledge of
administrative matters | call upon on a regular basis and Juvenile Secretary Sharon Sheerin
who effortlessly manages a huge workload with the minimum of fuss.

Looking ahead, | am excited by the work of our Coaching Committee who are seeking to

put new structures in place to ensure we maximise the potential we have at underage level.
We should not be embarrassed about being ambitious and ultimately, every single member

of the Club wants our teams to be successful. By working together, | genuinely believe we can
achieve this and make Bray Emmets teams competitive at every level in hurling, football,
camogie and ladies football.

Go raibh mile maith agaibh go léir as bhur dtacaiocht i rith
na bliana.

Le meas,

Conor Spillane



Minor Football
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The Minor Football season began with great optimism and high hopes of competing strongly
for the Division 1 title. With a panel of 25 players, the squad looked strong on paper. However,
as we know, football is not played on paper but on grass.

Despite the addition of four new players, including a talented goalkeeper, we struggled to

find our rhythm throughout the campaign. Preparation was also hampered by the unavailability
of nine players who were involved with the county hurling squad. As a result, our championship
run ended earlier than expected, with all defeats coming by the narrowest of margins.

It is worth noting that both Kiltegan and Arklow, who each beat us by just a single point in the
qualifiers, went on to contest the county final. While the results were disappointing, the
performances showed glimpses of real potential, and with the quality of players coming
through, the future remains very promising for Football in the club.




Minor Hurling
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The season isn't over as | type as we have the county Final this weekend.

The season has gone well. Numbers have been good, and we had 6 representatives on the
County Minor team.

Luke Cotter, Sean Traynor, Sean Craig, Aodhan, Heaney, Conor O'Sullivan, Joe Keshan

We also had 5 players on the U16 county team.

The county Minor championship in Wicklow had 7 strong teams this year.,

We were also greatly helped and are indebted to the two senior hurlers Luke Maloney and
John Henderson who turned up and ran training sessions and attended all games while
managing their own playing / training with their senior hurling team.

Our standout performance was a great 1 point victory over the favourites Micheal Dwyer's in
the semi-final.

Hopefully this report will need a few extra lines after next week final.



U16 Girls Football & Camogie

A great year for the under-16 younger ladies' team in 2025

They competed well in the football in Dublin, playing in a really high division, and took
some notable scalps, including Clontarf A The girls then supported the older teams,
winning the Wicklow football championship run in Camogie, the girls really did shine,
winning the U16 B championship and league double

Massive achievement for all the girls, and really amazing to see the U14 girls playing up
at the U16 level with ease

Massive well done to Maeve Williams, Lucy Roche and Katie Doran on representing
Wicklow on the U15 Development squad who also went on to win the Leinster Shield
against Laois

Looking forward to another successful year next year at the U16 level

Myself and All the other coaches are so proud of the amazing players and young
ladies they are all becoming



U16 Girls Football & Camogie

U16 Camogie Squad who won the Shield

It's been another busy season for the U16 Girls. The girls did the double this season winning
the U16B Camogie Shield and the U16B LGFA Shield. Player numbers were low for the summer
months, so it was great to see the group finish the season with silverware.

The squad will play at minor and junior level in both camogie and football next year.

Well done to all the players that represented Wicklow in LGFA and Camogie this season. Huge
congratulations to Aine, Roisin, Sadie & Christina who won the U16C Camogie All Ireland this
year.

They are a fantastic group with great team performances every weekend and great dedication
to training on Monday and Wednesday nights. A special mention to the players that have
picked up injuries this season. We wish you all a speedy recovery.

The team are developing really great skills and having fun at the same time. Team bonding
when stopping on the road back from away games has been great to see this year.

U16’s just starting their GAA journey



U16 Girls Football & Camogie

U16 LGFA Squad who won the Shield

A highlight off the pitch this year for the U16’s was the Mind Yourself Workshop given by Adam
from Jigsaw. The squad got to hear about attitudes to mental health and things to do to
promote their own mental health.

Our players have great support from their parents, and we wish to acknowledge the parents
help in developing such an awesome group.

A word of thanks to our coaching team, Jean, Stephen, Breandan, Simon, JP, Catherine,

and Brian. We're super lucky to have such a dedicated coaching team.

Special mention and thanks to Brendan Dunne of Dunedin Construction Company for his kind
sponsorship of the U16 Squad.

Dunedin

Construction Co

Team debrief courtesy of McDonalds



U15 Boys Football & Hurling

Football Feile

2025 was a year of highs and lows for the U15 boys hurling and football squad.
With an enlarged squad of boys born in 2010 & 2011 we began training in January with over
30 hurlers and 40+ footballers.

With winning starts in the league for both codes the lads were hard at work preparing for both
of the Feile competitions.

The lads were unlucky to miss out on the national Féile competitions after losing out in a
playoff in the Hurling and some questionable score keeping in the Football.

State exams, holidays and some unfortunate injuries caused issues in the championships but
the lads available gave everything. While some results didn't go our way there were some great
team performances.

The 2011 boys took part in a number of U14 PPL blitzes throughout the year. These events
allowed the boys to develop their skills and then show them off in the U15 games.

In our final football match of the season v Greystones the opposition goal led a charmed life
with no less than 5 shots hitting the frame.

The lads won the U15A hurling shield in a thrilling match v St Pats Wicklow, finally getting some
reward for all of their hard work throughout the year.



U15 Boys Football & Hurling
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U14 team PPL hurling and football




U14 Girls Football & Camogie

What a fantastic year it's been for our Under-14 girls! With almost 50 players turning out each
week, the enthusiasm, energy, and commitment from this group have been incredible.

This was the first year our two teams came together at U14 level, and it's been brilliant to see
everyone blend so well — building friendships, sharing experiences, and supporting each
other throughout the season.

Training kicked off back on January 20th, and since then the girls have completed around

70 sessions, including six weeks of strength and conditioning, along with just over 10 football
matches and 14 camogie matches. Many of the girls were also involved with U16 and U13
teams, and some were even selected to represent Wicklow at county level — a wonderful
achievement that reflects their hard work and growing talent.

Throughout the year, the players have shown fantastic resilience, developing their skills and
growing in confidence with every game. Their teamwork, determination, and positive spirit
have been a real credit to themselves and to the club. It's been amazing to watch their
improvement in both football and camogie — from tough tackles to great scores and plenty
of laughs along the way.



U14 Girls Football & Camogie

As coaches, we couldn't be prouder of how far these girls have come. If they continue to
train hard, stay committed, and keep doing their bit at home, the future of Bray Emmets’
adult LGFA and Camogie teams is looking very bright indeed.

A huge thank you to all the coaches, parents, and supporters who helped make this such a
rewarding and memorable season. The future looks very bright for this talented, hardworking,
and spirited group of girls.

Mile, mile buiochas ¢ chroi.

Emmets Abul!




U13 Boys Football & Hurling

As 2025 draws to a close, it's a great time to look back on what has been a fantastic year for our
U13 football and hurling teams.

At the start of the year, the 2012 and 2013 panels merged, bringing together two great groups
of players. It was a new experience for everyone, but the lads quickly bonded, showing great
teamwork and spirit both on and off the pitch.

Over the winter months, we introduced strength and conditioning training with the help of
FSM and Nathan Prunty, which really set the tone for the season ahead. The boys showed
brilliant commitment and effort, building the foundation for a busy year of games and
tournaments.

We competed in Dublin and Wicklow leagues in both codes during the year ensuring we
provided opportunities for game time and development for all the lads.

When spring arrived, so did our first hurling games—and what a start it was! We had a tough
doubleheader, taking on Glenealy of Wicklow in the morning and St. Pat’s of Dublin later that
day. The lads played some superb hurling, scoring a barrage of goals in both games and setting
us up nicely for the rest of the season.

In May, we travelled to Cooley Kickhams for a tournament and an overnight stay at the
Carlingford Adventure Centre. Despite the deluge of rain and the challenge of keeping the
marquee intact, it was a brilliant weekend full of fun, friendship, and memories that will stay
with everyone for years to come.



U13 Boys Football & Hurling

As the year went on, the team continued to work hard and improve. By the business end of
the season, we found ourselves in two finals, showing just how far the group had come.
Though we lost out narrowly by two points in the Hurling A Final, we recovered and went on
to win the Football Shield Final.

The performances, teamwork, and determination on display in both codes made everyone
involved proud.

Allin all, it has been a year of growth, effort, and fantastic progress.
A huge thank you to all the coaches, parents, and players for their support and ongoing
commitment throughout the year.

The future is very bright for this group!




Children’s Officer report 2025

As you are all aware an important part of the GAA structure is the mandatory
appointment of a Children's Officer to each club. The role of the Children's
Officer is central to maintaining the safeguarding of children and young people in
our Gaelic Games Associations and to the implementation of the GAA Child
Safeguarding policy.

Our primary goal this year, as always, has been to ensure that Bray Emmets
remains a safe, fun, and inclusive environment for all our young players, adhering
strictly o the GAA Child Safeguarding policy and all associated policies. The
welfare and development of every child within our community are paramount to the
successful future of this club.

Compliance remains strong in Bray Emmets. All of our coaches and mentors
engaging in regulated activity with children within the club are fully vetted in line
with national legislation and GAA policy. All coaches and mentors must also
complete Child Safeguarding Training every three years. Safeguarding 1 courses
are run regularly in the club throughout the year, ensuring that every team has
trained personnel on site at all times. A Club Risk Assessment and Croke Park audit
were conducted this year also.

In addition, coaches also take part in IC66 and Award 1 coaching courses during
the year, as well as other regular workshops as they arise. Huge thanks to Willie
Braine for his support and commitment to running the Safeguarding and Coaching
courses for the club. Thank you also to all the coaches and mentors who give up so
much of their time to attend these courses and constantly upskill for the benefit
of their teams. Our juvenile players are very fortunate to have such committed and
enthusiastic coaches and mentors.

We placed a strong emphasis on proactive education this year. Parent and player
information meetings were held early in the season to clearly outline the GAA Child
Safeguarding policy. This policy now includes the former Code of Behaviour as a



Children’s Officer report 2025

key component. Everyone involved with the club is asked to follow the Give Respect,
Get Respect initiative, which is fundamental to fostering a positive, inclusive
atmosphere where everyone feels valued. The addition of the quiet and Positive
Sideline initiative was also welcomed by our teams this year.

The success of our underage structure is not just measured by what happens on
the pitch, but by the safety, security, and enjoyment of the children off it. I
would like to express my sincere gratitude to the dedicated coaches, mentors,
Willie Braine, Brenda Donohoe and the wider Executive Committee for their
unwavering support and commitment to the highest standards of child welfare
throughout the year. Their dedication is the foundation of our vibrant juvenile
section.

T look forward to another positive and compliant year ahead. Go raibh maith agaibh.

Suzanne Byrne

CHILL MHANTAIN

P

RESPECT
RESPECT

ur gemee Quechaios

LET THE KIDS PLAY G




U12 Girls Football & Camogie

Soin 2025 it’s clear that the U12, 2013 girls have really grown into a strong team who play for
each other and the geansai. Many highs and lows across the playing year, Isla traveling up
from Mayo to make a Saturday match at 11am, the return of Isobel M and Evie, Meg joining

and Chloe making the defence a place not to go to unless your prepared to take her on
(don't do it!!) - A raft of injuries (Kacey — hand and foot, Lucia ankle, Lana foot, Oliva ankle,
Isla fingers, Alice toe etc.) show that the team is really evolving into a force to be reckoned with.




U12 Girls Football & Camogie

Everyone in Bray Emmets continue to be proud of the efforts they put in, week in, week
out and look forward to seeing them continue to grow into a great team as we move into
winter and onward to 2026.

We competed in the Wicklow U12 football and camogie competition which saw us travelling
the length of breadth of the garden county. On top of that, the girls travelled into Dublin
every second Saturday to take on a selection of Dublin football clubs. We also competed
with the 2012 girls in the Wicklow U13 15 a side camogie league and captured our first
trophy there.

Panel: Saorla Doyle, Arianna McKeown, Caoimhe Weyham, Cecile O’'Dowd, Claire Reddin,
Clara O'Malley, Cliodhna Bergin, Evie Byrne, Isabelle O'Neill, Isla Taylor, Kacey Buckley,
Lana Rafferty, Lucia McGrath, Lucy O'Toole, Rosie Mohan, Marianne Noonan, Millie Flynn,
Olivia Canavan, Olivia Ormonde, Reyna Hynes, Saoirse Mulligan, Tola Moylan, Chloe
Richardson, Isobel Mravinac, Alexis Newitt, Alice O'Toole, Meg Ivory

Thanks to all the mentors and parents who helped during the year with lifts and jerseys and
all the other unseen help that they provide every week.

Thanks to Val who got new training tops from Specsavers Bray for our girls during the Spring.
Special thanks to the girls in the 2014 team who helped with playing numbers during the
fallow summer period (Aoife, Pippa, Moya, Willow Rose, Ava, Rosie, Sophie, Eppie, Scarlett,
Emma and Caoilainn).



U1l Girls Football & Camogie

What a great year for the 2014 girls. The panel is now 50 girls and there are 10 coaches to keep
the show on the road. Over the course of the year, we mainly competed in Dublin but frequently
played our neighbours Eire Og in both football and camogie while also assisting the 2013 girls
for fixtures in Wicklow during the summer. We gained great experience with the team above

and it gives us an indication of what to expect next year particularly with the increase in pitch
size. We also attended various blitzes throughout Leinster including Donaghmore Ashbourne.
We took part in an All-Ireland camogie blitz which was hosted by St. Sylvester's on the June
Bank Holiday, and we would give great credit to the hosts in the way it was organised.

At U1l it is noticeable that there is a higher degree of physicality and competitiveness, and the
girls have adapted to these changes. Their fitness levels have improved significantly, and this has
been commented to us on several occasions from the opposition and provides us with a
degree of satisfaction competing with the best clubs in Wicklow and Dublin. There is great
camaraderie between the girls, and we can honestly say they enjoy being members of the team.
From a social perspective we had notable outings to Studio X, an introduction to Martial Arts,
along with Dermot’s seaside walks. As always, we have a strong presence for the annual

St. Patrick’s Day parade and Mini All Ireland’s and these events proved to be memorable days out.
We are well served by the contribution from the coaches who are totally committed and who
love doing the job. They are a wonderful group of girls to work with, who all get on so well
together and have loads of ambition to improve their standards.

We are already looking forward to new challenges in 2026.



U1l Boys football & Hurling

For the 2025 season, the 2014 Boys Group took the brave step of entering two teams in both
codes in Wicklow and Dublin. This decision was based on the excellent commitment and
dedication shown by players and parents over the last few years and while this undoubtedly
created additional demands on the squad and coaches, overall we are delighted with how
our season went. In both codes we prioritised performing in games in Wicklow and used our
Dublin games for experimentation. This approach worked well ensuring all players were
provided multiple chances to play in different positions and at various levels of competition.

In hurling, our season began with some tough games in the Dublin leagues with conditions in
the Spring making good hurling a challenge. However, this proved to be very beneficial when
we started the Wicklow leagues with a bang and performed really well in the initial stages of
both U1l Divisions (Group 1 and Group 2) including eye catching away wins at St. Patricks and
Western Gaels. Given that there is a smaller pool of players available for hurling, the team'’s
form dipped a little during the summer with players away for holidays but we bounced back in
style after the summer break with resounding wins in the Dublin League and at the end of year
Wicklow Blitz.

In football, it was a similar story with some tough games against physically bigger teams in the
initial stages of the Dublin League. However, these games stood to the lads later in the season
when conditions improved. Our Group 1 team played well in the early stages of the Wicklow
League but some results didn't go our way. However, this didn't deter the boys and eventually
they hit their stride with some brilliant victories throughout the summer, going unbeaten from
June until September, culminating in a near faultless performance in the last round against an
excellent AGB side. Our Group 4 team were actually moved up a couple of divisions after some
excellent early performances. This meant games were more challenging but the lads still
managed to secure a number of notable victories against these stronger sides.

The group also participated in two invitational blitzes this year which are a brilliant way for the
lads to put their skills to the test against teams from other counties and to socialise together
between games. We played in the St. Sylvesters Football Blitz in May when the lads were
excellent against sides from Westmeath, Cavan and Dublin. We also represented the Club at
the Ciaran Benville Hurling and Football Blitz at Donaghmore-Ashbourne in September. Despite
only having a small group of players available, the boys performed heroically against some of
the stellar names of Meath GAA, no doubt inspired by the vocal and relentless support of the
Bray Emmets 2014 Girls Group!



U1l Boys football & Hurling

With the games coming thick and fast, it was a challenge to find time in the schedule to arrange
excursions but we did manage to spend a morning at Explorium which the boys really enjoyed.
We also had an evening of games in Killruddery and a training session on the seafront. The
packed schedule of games has also meant that it has been difficult to dedicate enough time to
focused training. Nonetheless, all of the boys have made noticeable improvements throughout
the year and their skills are developing exactly as the coaches would have hoped. The addition
of new players to the squad has also given the team a lift and it is safe to say that we can look
forward with great optimism to the 2026 season in both hurling and football.

Thank you to all of our coaches who give up their time, juggling family and work
commitments, to ensure our lads are constantly learning, improving and being competitive in
games. And a special thank you to Sharon Sheerin (U10 Boys) and Seamus Kelly (U13 Boys)
who released eligible players from their squads for various fixtures throughout the year. Mile
buiochas!

Finally, none of this would be possible without the support of the parents who time and time
again have made their sons available to put on the navy and green jersey of Bray Emmets. No
doubt, they share the pride we coaches feel when we see how much the boys have progressed
over the last 12 months. Let's keep it going in 2026!




U10 Boys Football & Hurling

Another brilliant, busy year for our group of 35 boys. The year has flown by and | can't believe
that we are approaching end of the season so soon. The boys have worked hard all year and
you can really see their huge progress this year in their skill and effort and commitment to our
team.

We started back training the second week of January with great energy and enthusiasm to kick
off the new season. Our coaches were all equally full of enthusiasm and keen to put our season
plan into action knowing that the Dublin games were only a month away!

Many thanks to all our parents who have supported us all year with the boys' training and
matches and outings and fundraising and enormous help in the Clubhouse kitchen. We are so
grateful. We had tremendous masterclasses from Qisin O hAnnaidh in Athletic Development and
Sprinting and Willie in tackling and a superb start of season plan. We really benefitted from their
talent and expertise and used this all year to great affect. We are very grateful to them both for
their tireless support.

We kicked off the year's events with a football and hurling blitz which got us all back to match
form. We continued on giving our Player of the Match trophy and it has been a huge hit with
the boys and a great motivator to put the effort in. Teas and coffees at half time and at end have
proved popular and heat us all up on cold winter mornings. To lighten up the dark month of
February we had a delicious lunch and a quiz and pass the parcel in the Clubhouse for the boys
and the parents where we were able to have the chat and discuss the year ahead.

In March we ran the Spring Hurling League with the 2014s over two nights and a presentation
of medals and certificates and hot food in the Clubhouse. It is always a special time in our
calendar. No greater joy than looking at the entire all weather pitch full of boys playing hurling
and so skilfully. It is also a chance to play in a mixed competition with the 2014s and to learn so



U10 Boys Football & Hurling

much from them. They certainly showed us where we need to be aiming for and it was a
privilege to be with them and their brilliant coaches. Thanks so much to Simon and Conor for
all the help and advice with this League and throughout the year. We are very lucky to have
their dedication.

Two new coaches joined us this year, Dara Sweeney and Conor Flannery. Just when our team
needed to bring our level of play up and to encourage the lads’ skills, incredibly fortunately
these two men arrived. The boys had many of the skills in hurling but Dara has worked so hard
to bring the lads to whole other level and managed to encourage the badly needed intensity
just in time as we entered into the Wicklow U10 Player Pathway League. And although Conor
does not have a boy in our team he gives all his immense expertise and commitment so willingly
and imparts to the boys a powerful love of football. Thanks so much to them both for sharing
their talent.

We were very successful in the Dublin matches in both codes and the coaches are really proud
of the lads and all the effort they put in every week. Wicklow matches proved a real challenge
and has made us realise where we need to be and our training sessions after the summer has
reflected that need.

So many thanks goes to Brenda who tirelessly and endlessly works in the backround making
sure we have pitches for training and matches and equipment and all the excellent advice.

We are indebted to her.

Many thanks to Gary for all the incredible support all year and Liam McGraynor and Ger Murphy
for the superb standard of facilities we enjoy every week. Thanks to Luke Cotter who organises
with perfection our Referees for our home matches.

We went on many hikes to Kilruddery and we never tire of it. All that land so close to us to run
around in and enjoy some time off the pitch together. We travelled to Croke Park for the All
Ireland Hurling Semi Final Kilkenny v Tipperary. Our team went together on the dart which was a
superb memory in itself and where the vast majority of us bonded as raging Tipp fans.

What a day!

We also hosted a friendly with Donaghmore Ashbourne in early July and played both codes.
There was great excitement as the big bus pulled up and all the players spilled out onto the
all weather where four pitches were set up for some fantastic and very strong performances
by the lads. We all enjoyed that day and we are so proud of them, they represented our club
so well.



U10 Boys Football & Hurling

In July we ran a Summer Hurling League as a joint mixed competition with the 2016 group. We
had a massive turnout for this and it proved to be a huge success with fierce competition
between the teams. We all learned so much from each other. Ended with a presentation with
certs and medals and the all important ice-cream. Many thanks goes to John Smyth, lead coach
of 2016s, who helped me coordinate everything. It was a great memory for us and opportunity
to play with his talented lads.

In August we entered the Naomh Eanna Hurling Blitz in Gorey with the 2016 boys where we

put in some amazing performances against tough and skilful opposition. Another brilliant
representation of our wonderful club. All the parents and coaches from our group and 2014s
and 2016s enjoyed a relaxing night out in the Martello and it was a great way to catch up

with everyone.

We are ending our year with the whole team heading to an outing to Special Ops in Roundwood,
a hike and a blitz which will be more super memories for us.

I am hugely grateful to our amazing coaches who give up their time and energy and talent three
times a week to our team. Where would we be without them. They relentlessly help in every
way setting up pitches and giving lifts and coordinating outings. Thank you all so much. We
have a great and strong future ahead of us which is so exciting.

Sharon Sheerin.




U9 Girls

The girls kicked off the year with the re-commencement of training at the end of January.
Despite the cold, wet weather, enthusiasm was high for a new year. In March, a Monday night
league alternating football and camogie was held with the 2015 girls. The league was a

great success and ended with a well-deserved social night and awards ceremony in the
clubhouse.

After the St. Patrick’s Day Parade we were then straight into the Dublin fixtures, with our first
match against Foxrock-Cabinteely on the 30th March. Despite the girls enjoying a bit of
messing during training sessions, it was all business during these matches, where Coach Eric's
hard work clearly paid off. The girls played superbly as a team and the ref rarely had to pull
them up due to their discipline.

Wicklow fixtures commenced in May with a camogie blitz on home soil. The girls were
playing with 2015 this year for the Wicklow league, and despite being at the younger end of
the group, they showed great resilience and determination. The Bray Emmets Mini All-Ireland
kept everyone busy in June, with enthusiastic the team spirit clearly on display on Family

Fun Day for the finals!

Training continued over the summer which kept the legs and skills fresh; coach Brendan
worked on improving jab lifts and air strikes along with other core skills.

Football fixtures took place in Eire Og, Kilcoole, Kilmacanogue and of course in Bray itself.



U9 Girls

A trip to Croke Park in August to support Claire and Karen on LGFA Finals Day was another
exciting outing, where there were plenty of matches to watch and lots of entertainment
throughout the day!

The summer ended with a fantastic social night on the seafront where the girls sampled some
chips and ranked the various chippers along the way — results were mixed! They all agreed
that the ice cream at the end was the tastiest part!

September was a busy month; the first weekend kicked off with a football blitz in Kilcoole on
the Saturday, followed by recommencement of the Dublin fixtures on the Sunday in
Rathfarnham. Regardless of the scoreboard, the girls kept up their exemplary teamwork with
a smile on their faces. The following weekend Bray welcomed Ashbourne GAA for a friendly
blitz. The next Dublin fixture closely followed in Kilnamanagh where the girls dominated
throughout.

The Dublin matches will continue into November, and plans are afoot for a fun Christmas
night out to reward the girls for their fantastic attitude, hard work, and kindness and respect
towards their teammates and coaches throughout the year. We look forward to another
successful year in 2026!

Brendan, Claire, Eric, Grainne, Nuala and Suzanne




U9 Boys Football & Hurling
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What a year. From the first throw-in back in February right through to the final whistle in late
October, the 2016 boys barely took a breath. Games came thick and fast in both Dublin and
Wicklow, and every weekend brought another ding-dong battle. Garda Westmanstown, Glenealy,
our neighbours Eire Og and lots of Ballinakill blitzes among the standouts. The competitiveness
these lads showed week in, week out was something else. But what really matters is how they
represented Bray Emmets...with pride, respect, and about 47 forgotten water bottles!

We have a great group of 35 boys. Their energy, effort and enthusiasm at training and in matches
has been brilliant to see and the progress this year has matched it. Across both codes, the skill
levels have jumped again. Practicing at home and during the week has made a huge difference,
helped by our regular skills challenges, which kept the boys focused on constantly improving.

A big addition to our year was the start of our ball wall training sessions. Huge thanks to Willie
Braine for his support and guidance in here and putting the boys through their paces along with
some of the next generation of hurlers already breaking into our senior teams.

We also had Oisin O'hAnnaidh join us during the year to teach the boys about sprinting, not just
how to run fast, but how to move well. His session was a huge hit for both players and coaches,
and has made a real difference to how we approach fundamental movement in our sessions.

The summer hurling league was a real highlight, with the lads hurling their hearts out. The Mini
All Ireland with the 2015 boys was another brilliant success. The camaraderie between the two
groups is fantastic. They learn from each other, push each other, and usually manage to avoid full
scale civil war over what the score really is!



U9 Boys Football & Hurling

The Naomh Eanna hurling blitz down in Gorey was another big day out. The lads were
outstanding again, playing great hurling, and showing real class both on and off the pitch. We'll
definitely be back in 2026. Thank you Sharon for organising and for all your help this year! The
social committee helped bring the boys closer together off the field this year. Bray Bowl,
dodgeball and that unforgettable evening at Jai Sua Martial Arts, where the boys were put
through their paces and quickly learned what real tough training looks like! Massive thanks to
the parents on this committee for all the work they do to make these memories happen.

Another standout moment came before the hurling county final in October, when our senior
hurlers ran a special masterclass for the lads. They listened, learned, and left absolutely
convinced they'll be county champions themselves one day. A huge thank you to our amazing
coaches - Lee, Loretta, Joanne, Mark, Lennon, Ronan, Hugh, Dara and Cian - for their time,
energy, and patience every single week for training and matches (especially on those wet and
windy Saturday mornings!). The boys look up to you all!

And of course, a massive thanks to all the parents. You've been incredible all year in your support
of both coaches and players and also in setting up pitches, washing jerseys, and generally
keeping the show on the road.

As we look ahead to 2026, one thing's for sure...these boys will keep improving, keep enjoying
their football and hurling, and keep making us proud. The future of Bray Emmets looks very
bright indeed...and probably very loud!

Emmets Abu! John Smyth, 2016 Lead Coach




U8 Boys Football & Hurling
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A huge well done to the Bray Emmets Under 8s on a fantastic season!

The improvement in skills, teamwork, and confidence from every player has been brilliant
to see.

Week after week, you've shown great effort, respect, and enthusiasm — both in training and
in your matches.

Beyond the scores and results, what really stands out is the team spirit you've built together.
You've supported one another, played with smiles on your faces, and represented

Bray Emmets with pride.

Among our memorable days was a fabulous outing in Shanganagh Park, where we ran a
poc fada scramble competition around the park.

The boys had a blast playing our game and topped off the day with ice creams!
Congratulations to all the players, coaches, and parents for making it such an

enjoyable and successful season.

Keep practicing, keep having fun, and we look forward to seeing you all continue you

GAA journey next year!



U8 Boys Football & Hurling




U8 Girls Football & Camogie

The 2017 girls had a fantastic year, playing in the Wicklow blitzes for both football and camogie,
and competing in the Dublin football league. Throughout the season, their skills and teamwor
have continued to improve, but most importantly, they've had great fun and built wonderful
friendships along the way.

This is a brilliant group of girls — an absolute pleasure to coach. They show up to training full
of enthusiasm, work hard on developing their skills, and always bring plenty of laughter and
good spirit.

Over the year, we hosted two disco nights that were a huge success, and we're now busy
planning their end-of-season celebration to wrap up another great year together.




Mini All Ireland & Fun Day

The annual Mini All-lreland and Family Funday was an outstanding success, highlighting

the vibrant community spirit and dedication that defines our club. Over 300 children
participated in this joyous event, which was steeped in camaraderie and excitement.

The introduction of the Tournify app brought a modern twist to the day, allowing players

and teams to seamlessly track their progress and fixtures, which greatly enhanced the overall
experience for everyone involved.

The day began with a magical and colourful parade along the newly opened Tom Walsh
walking track. This parade, led by a melodious bagpiper, set a festive tone as it made its way
to the main pitch. The sight of our all-stars, academy children and juvenile teams, proudly
dressed in eight vivid county colours, was a testament to the unity and diversity that our
club cherishes. This visual display was not only heart-warming but also served as a powerful
symbol of our club’s spirit.

A particularly poignant moment was shared by all as the national anthem reverberated across
the grounds, marking the start of the finals for both boys and girl's teams from U13 to 2018
age groups. This ceremonial beginning was imbued with a sense of pride and togetherness,
as the crowd joined in song, creating an atmosphere of unity and celebration.



Mini All Ireland & Fun Day

Blessed with sunny weather that seemed to mirror the warmth of the event, the day was
packed with thrilling matches that kept spectators on the edge of their seats. The paddock
was alive with engaging activities and stalls offering delicious food, adding to the festive spirit
accompanied by live traditional music provided by club members and the Bray Comhaltas
group. The food tent was extremely busy throughout the day, thanks to the many generous
donations of delicious baked goods. The sportswear stall also attracted great interest, with
special thanks to Sarah and everyone who contributed items.

A heartfelt thank you goes to the wonderful teenagers who ran the Games Stall. Their
enthusiasm brought immense joy to younger members who returned again and again to
enjoy Hang Tuff, Hook a Duck, and Spin the Wheel. Families and friends gathered to soak in
the lively atmosphere, creating memories that will be cherished for years to come.

Gratitude is extended to all the volunteers who worked tirelessly throughout the day and
stayed late to help with clean up—true Trojan efforts. The face painting stall, always a favourite,
was once again a huge success, with talented volunteers delighting countless eager
participants with their creativity and skill.

The success of this memorable event was made possible by our clubs dedicated volunteers,
whose unwavering efforts are the backbone of our club’s community spirit. Their tireless

work and commitment to making the day enjoyable for everyone did not go unnoticed, and
for this, we are immensely grateful. This event truly exemplified the essence of our club’s spirit,
bringing together individuals of all ages in a celebration of sportsmanship, community, and joy.




Mini All Ireland & Fun Day
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Thank you Druid

A Massive Thank You!

A huge shoutout to Liam and everyone at Druid Software for their incredibly
generous sponsorship of both our club and our senior hurlers. Your support
means the world to us!

Go raibh mile maith agaibh, Liam and the Druid team



Congrats Podge
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The Dermot Earley Youth Leadership Initiative

The Dermot Earley Youth Leadership Initiative has proven to be an exceptional asset to our
club, providing teenagers aged 15-18, particularly Transition Year students, with a unique
chance to hone their leadership skills.

Accredited by the National University of Ireland, Galway, the program offers a Level 6
Foundation Certificate in Youth Leadership and Community Action. Spanning the academic
year, it effectively combines facilitated and self-directed learning to nurture emerging leaders.
Under the guidance of four skilled facilitators—Nathan Prunty, Brenda Donohoe, Siobhan
Donnelly, and John Traynor—the program consists of three modules, focusing successively
on personal leadership, team leadership, and a practical community action project.

Impressively, all 15 participants successfully completed the program, the remarkable
achievements of these 15 participants are truly a beacon of inspiration, as they have navigated
through all three modules of the program with unwavering commitment and dedication.

Their recognition at the prestigious Croke Park event, organised by the GAA and Foradige,
was a well-deserved accolade for their diligent efforts in Modules 1 and 2. With anticipation
building for the upcoming award of a Level 6 Foundation Certificate from the National
University of Ireland, Galway, on November 22nd, this milestone represents a pivotal point
in their educational and personal journeys. This accomplishment also fulfils a crucial
component of the Gaisce Awards program and underscores their burgeoning leadership
skills and potential to effect positive change in their communities.

Their successes are a testament not only to their personal development but also to the
robust support system provided by our club. We are immensely proud of their achievements
and the promising paths they are forging.

We're thrilled to announce our 2026 programme and warmly invite passionate individuals
over the age of 21 to join us as facilitators. This is a unique opportunity to be part of an
inspiring journey where you can make a significant impact while growing both personally
and professionally. As a facilitator, you'll work alongside the participants, engaging with them
to foster learning and development across various initiatives. We seek enthusiastic leaders
who are dedicated to creating a positive and inclusive environment. If you're ready to embark
on this rewarding experience, we encourage you to apply and become an integral part of
our dynamic community.



Dermot Earley participants from their
graduation in 2024




Tom Walsh Walkway

The Tom Walsh Walkway around the pitches at Old Conna was officially opened by Tanaiste
Simon Harris, marking a "Red-Letter day” for the club. The event brought together "old faces,”
the youngest members, and their parents in a large, enthusiastic crowd.

A Community Powerhouse Tanaiste Simon Harris delivered an uplifting speech, showing his
clear appreciation for Bray Emmets’ efforts in neurodiversity and inclusivity.

He praised the club for becoming a powerhouse in North Wicklow, facilitating sports for
boys, girls, and young adults at various levels.

The club is the fastest-growing sporting organisation in the county, boasting 1,300 members,
with a proud 52 percent female membership.

The club’s all-embracing philosophy has led to the establishment of Bray Emmets All Stars,
a program for children with additional needs that gives them a platform to play games and
enjoy every session. The Tanaiste particularly enjoyed spending time with the All Stars and

their volunteers, led by Jenny Lackey.




Tom Walsh Walkway

Club Vision and Dedication Club Chairman Gary Prunty emphasised the new community
facility's significance, stating, "This is what we want our club to be about - an all-inclusive
place which welcomes every age and every ability.

The walkway honors the memory of Tom Walsh, a leader in Bray Emmets for over half a
century.

Tom Walsh's two daughters, Ciara and Emer, and their families were present to make the day
special. Tom was remembered for his unique way of making friends for the benefit of the club.

Tom Walsh was also a key figure in Irish sport, having been a leader in Croke Park and serving
as President of the Irish Handball Association from 2005 to 2008, spearheading the sport's
growth in Ireland and abroad.




BRAY EMMETS
ACADEMY

4 -7 YEAR OLDS
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
FROM 10 - 11.30




Bray Emmets All Stars

Our All Stars Inclusive Team had another great year this year, welcoming a number of new faces
along the way. We had a couple of away days this year - travelling to Blessington All Stars for a
joint session in June. We are very grateful to our friends in Lakers who once again offered us
use of their bus for the trip. In July we were invited to take part in the Leinster GAA for All day

in Croke Park. It was a really special occasion for us all. We had the opportunity to have a
session on the pitch and walk up the steps of rhe Hogan to lift a trophy with our friends and
families around - a day we won't forget for a while! Thanks to the families and volunteers who
joined us.

Our members range in age from 6 to 19 years, and like any team, each one brings their own
abilities and super personalities to our Saturday mornings sessions. The parents are a key part of
our team too and we are very lucky to have some fantastic families involved. While some have
connections to the club, many families don't so it's great to feel we are connecting with local
families who may not have had involvement with Bray Emmets otherwise.

Like all teams, we couldn't continue without the support of the wider club and a key numbers

of volunteers including the Lackey and Cunningham families, Nathan Prunty, Neal Doherty,
Tristan McNally Doherty, Senan Croke and others who join our weekly sessions. On the
fundraising front, minor player Sean Traynor raised a fantastic €1,500 for All Stars equipment

as part of his Dermot Earley Leadership Project this year, while we also applied and were granted
€1,000 this year from the Inclusive Sports Grant from Wicklow Sports Partnership.

We look forward to bigger things to come in 2026!
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Bray Emmets has proudly maintained its Gold Healthy Club Status since first achieving it in
2022, a testament to our club’s commitment to promoting holistic health within our
community.

This prestigious status, reaffirmed in October 2025, reflects Bray Emmets’ alignment with
the Irish Life GAA Healthy Club Programme, a flagship initiative designed to enhance health
and wellbeing across Ireland.

This programme supports clubs in achieving locally defined health goals that mirror national
policies on sport, mental health, and preventative care. Launched in 2013, the programme

has grown significantly, engaging hundreds of clubs by its fifth phase in 2022-23. It emphasises
the importance of physical activity, diversity, community development, mental fitness,
substance use awareness, and healthy eating.

Clubs undergo a structured seven-step process, documented via an online portal, to progress
through Foundation, Silver, and Gold statuses. The programme not only highlights existing
strengths but also encourages continuous improvement, ensuring that everyone involved
benefits from a health-enhancing environment.



Dads & Lads
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What a year for the Bray Emmets Dads & Lads. 2025 started with scenes not seen since Kerry
went rogue with their Adidas gear in the 80s...with over 40 lads proudly receiving our brand new
personalised, made to fit, McKvr jerseys and warm-up gear, kindly sponsored by Hedderman
Financial Solutions, Helios Sauna, and The Wild Goose Gastropub. We've needed to call on

all three sponsors this year for all sorts of 'support’ at different times! These are heady days,
considering that back in summer 2023 we kicked off wearing what could only be described as

a random collection of relics from the lost property bin. Jerseys that could fit a child or

double as a duvet, depending on your luck. We've come a long way.

The jersey presentation was followed by a fierce battle with Robert Emmets, which we definitely
won... although it had more in common with junior football circa 1999 than a relaxed Dads

& Lads friendly. When the opposition asks for a group photo before the game, you know
exactly what kind of evening you're in for. There were sliding tackles, a few tasty shoulders

and lads questioning all their life choices midway through the first half.

Training has rolled on every single week of 2025, and that's no exaggeration. Come hail, rain
or shine, Thursday nights have become sacred It's probably a club record at this stage. Another
15-20 players joined the group this year, bringing our total group to over 70 and there's

always place for more. It's getting to the stage where we could nearly enter the Junior C
Championship... but we won't. Yet



Dads & Lads

Games followed against Kilmacud Crokes, Eire Og, Newtown, and Naomh Olafs (both
home and away), and once again, our unbeaten record remains untarnished. That was
cemented in September at the All-Ireland National Blitz in Abbotstown, where we played
five games, won five games, and met great teams from Meath, Dublin, Antrim, Laois,

and beyond. Officially, no scores were kept, just like the kids’ GoGames, but let's be
honest...we know!

One of the proudest moments of the year came at the Club Gala, where our Player of the
Year was announced, none other than the irreplaceable Derek Noonan. Derek sums up
everything this group is about, committed, positive, and great craic. Always first to train,

a great man to wash bibs and always there to remind you when you've made the wrong call
while reffin’. A fully deserved award for a top man.

A huge thanks to everyone in Bray Emmets who supports this team, from sharing pitches
to cheering us on. The growing crowd on the sidelines at our games hasn't gone unnoticed
(though some may just be there for the post-match beverages, in which we've had plenty
in 2025!).

Looking ahead to 2026, anticipation is already sky-high for our Winter Training Camp in the
Algarve in February. Thirty brave men will travel to “sharpen their skills"... though what exactly
those skills are remains to be seen. But one thing is guaranteed, just like every other
gathering this year, the craic, the camaraderie, and the friendship in this group will be
second to none.

As men mostly over 35, and some well into their 50s, there’s no better place to be on a
Thursday night than under the lights of the 3G, boots laced, shoulders back, pretending
we've still got it.

Long may it continue.

John Smyth - Dads & Lads Coach...Match
Organiser...Occasional Full Forward when I'm not injured!

Mark Hedderman - Head of Sponsorship & Director of Overseas Operations
John McCarthy - The OG. The boss. The man behind the scenes who keeps it all ticking,
usually without saying a word... until it really matters. Every team needs a McCarthy.



Dads & Lads




Gaelic 4 Mothers & Others

G4M&O is about ladies playing Gaelic football in a social and non-competitive environment
whatever their skill level. The Bray Emmets team, now in its sixth year, truly embodies
everything the G4AM&O movement stands for: inclusivity and participation; fun and wellbeing;
empowerment and confidence. The current Bray Emmets team has a mix of complete
beginners, people from other countries, those who played as children and some who have
starred for their county. No matter the skill level, there is always exercise, great comradery
and encouragement but most importantly laughs and craic to be had. Whether it's training
hard or cheering each other on at a match, or volunteering and supporting other areas of
the club, our G4AM&Os do it all with smiles on their faces, hearts full of gratitude, and more
than a twinkle of devilment in their eyes!

This year the team played various local teams, namely Cuala, Kilmacud Crokes, Roundwood
and Eire Og Greystones. They also played in a blitz in St. Pat's Wicklow town where they
had matches against Ballinteer, Clan na Gael and Newtown. The ladies always serve up
entertaining games with great teamwork and skills on show. The ladies are currently
planning a trip to Sligo to play teams in a mini blitz and to reconvene afterwards for
refreshments to assess their footballing prowess — no doubt another great memory to add
to the Bray Emmets G4M&Os calendar.

For a second year in a row the club were asked to host the South Leinster G4AM&O blitz
sponsored by Sports Direct. The 21st June saw clubs from all over South Leinster take to
the field. The day began with an energetic and fun group warm-up with Rosemary O'Grady.
A fantastic day of football, fun, and friendships was had, all under blazing sunshine. Our

own Bray Emmets G4AM&O team played teams from Dublin, Wexford, Wicklow, and Kilkenny
on Pitch 1 and were greatly supported by family and friends. After all teams completed their
games, the players were well fed with a delicious barbeque before enjoying drinks and
dancing in the clubhouse. Many thanks as ever to the heartbeat of our club, our incredible
volunteers led by Dave Barry and the LGFA management team of Brian O'Keefe, John Butler,
Sean O'Neill and Anne Longmore, plus a stellar crew of football and camogie players,
families, club stalwarts and club executives. It was definitely a day and night to remember for
the club and the teams who joined us.



Gaelic 4 Mothers & Others

Undoubtedly one of the special highlights of this year was the team being given the incredible
honour of playing in Croke Park during TG4 All-Ireland Ladies Finals Day on the 3rd August. The
team was chosen based on its memorable ‘Braywatch’ video. While some suggested that it was
the sight of Dave Barry in a blonde wig that got it over the line, the real credit and thanks must
go to our amazing club Dad Shane Hogan for his help putting together the ‘Braywatch’ video
which accompanied the application. The excitement in the run up to the finals was palpable.
The team got special gear for the occasion and Anne Longmore was inundated with requests
for tickets from club members to see their heroes play in Croke Park. For the players it was the
stuff of dreams getting the chance to run out of the tunnel behind the band to play on the
hallowed turf. The atmosphere was electric and the ladies displayed fantastic teamwork and
skilful football in the shade of the Cusack stand. Special thanks for the amazing support from
family, friends and club members who came on the day memories to be cherished for a lifetime.

Whether you have joined us in the past or if you are interested in joining a great group and
learning a little Gaelic football along the way, then this is the group for you!
We promise you won't regret it!
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Development Committee 2025

Purchase of Grounds at Old Conna

The purchase of the Freehold for the Lands at Old Conna remains ongoing. The legal
registration of the of lands is the legal matter than is outstanding to be completed. The matter
has recently seen considerable progress with the solicitors for the County Board and the

Club happy that the matter is being progressed and it might be in a position to complete

very soon.

Wicklow County Board have been supportive in progressing the title registration.

Development of Local Area Plan Old Conna

In the Spring of 2025, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown published a draft Local Area Plan for comments.
The development plan will see circa 3000 homes in the lands adjoining the grounds at Old
Conna, new road network adjoining our lands, limitation on access to our lands by par and
significant new 5 storey apartments adjoining our lands and additional development at the ESB
substation and provision of water infrastructure in the grounds opposite the club entrance,

The club has made submissions to the draft plan and the Amended Local Area Plan that was
published in August 25. The development committee have meet with a number of the
Developers and the Council planners and will maintain engagement and discussion.

The club has a number of concerns in relation to the Plans, lack of sporting facilities in the area,
limitation of road access to lands, scale of development will limit future club development by
land locking our grounds, the scale of the properties adjoining the grounds and potential
impact of extension of N11 in the future.

National Lottery Grant

The club was successful in its grant Application at the end of 2024. The grant approval was for
upgrade lighting on Pitch 2, new energy efficient lighting for the 3G pitch and a Line marking
machine. The line marking machine was acquired in Sept and the works on the lighting
schedule to commence end of October. The value of the Grant was €153,000. Grants have
been hugely important in the provision of our facilities; significant team are involved in
completing applications involving large number of people. Special mention to the work of
Metech in completing of the Grant.

Special Large-Scale Grants.

The club has identified the requirement of a large new indoor facility to support the club
development. The development will have a large indoor hall, new changing rooms, New Gym,
New meetings rooms. A large-scale development requires political support, support of other
sporting organisations and significant financial support for the Club and from the GAA. The
Development committee continue to progress the special large scale grants.

Development Committee

The development committee have had considerable work to do in the year members of
committee Gerry Murphy, Pat Finn, Martin Hogan, Bernard Denver, PJ Cunningham, Mark Duncan,
Gary Prunty and Paul Cunningham. The committee members bring considerable experience and
expertise and has the club’s thanks for what it has achieved.
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Bray Emmets would like to thank all its sponsors whose
donations have helped us deliver the best service possible
to players in our club. We encourage members to support
businesses who support our club.

We have many sponsorship packages, from pitch signage to
jersey and team sponsors.

Please contact any member to discuss
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