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Chairman’s Report

This year has been a year of continued progress and growth for the
club with more teams,more players, with more matches and continued
success on the field of play. We have more adults playing our games
and more juvenile teams playing in Wicklow and Dublin than ever
before. Bray Emmets is the only club in Wicklow that fields adult and
Juvenile teams in all codes at all ages without combining with other
clubs this means Bray has unique difficulties that are not experienced
by other clubs.
 
Well done to every team in the club in what they achieved, the club
appeared in so many finals and won many championships in all codes
and at all ages. During the year the club was able to appoint an 
additional coach with the support of Leinster Council that will continue
to enable Bray Emmets to provide coaching and games promotion
in the schools in Bray. 
Two other developments in 2022 of note has been the Bray Emmet
All Stars and the development of Mothers and Others These initiatives
make the club more inclusive and support the club ethos in the
community. These developments require leaders to set up and drive
the establishment and then requires volunteers to grow the develop
the initiatives.
 
The club continues to grow and improve but a matter that need
 attention is the recruitment of new members of the Management
Committee. Management committee member have term limits
currently a number of positions are now outside their term limits and
as a club we need to ensure that we have new members on the
Management committee to fill these key positions. 
Our facilities are the envy of every other club the management and
maintenance of the facilities is never ending, the work of in particular
Liam, Paddy and Pat in the maintenance of the grounds and ensuring
all our teams and visitors have the very best experience when at our
grounds.
 
Special thanks to our hard working Runai Joe Barnes and Vice
Chairman Gary Prunty and Club Coach Willie Braine without their
support the club would not be able to provide what it does for its
members and for the community.
 
 
I am looking forward optimistically to 2023, the club will continue to
grow and develop and with a number of exciting projects being
progressed that will support the clubs continued growth and
development.

Paul Cunningham
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Senior Hurling

Talk of an historic “Four in a row” O’Donoghue Cup victories dominated the pre-match
analysis of the Senior Hurling County final but despite going to a replay this did not
weigh too heavily on the Bray Emmet’s Senior Hurlers in 2022. We have now equalled
the traditional hurling clubs of Carnew (1978, '79, '80 and '81) and Glenealy
(2010, '11, '12, '13) by winning the four-in-a-row.   

Indeed, a storming performance in that replay saw Bray victorious and allowed Marc 
Lennon to become the first ever hurling captain to lift four O'Donoghue Cups in a row
on what was a historic day for himself and the Bray Emmets club.  

We competed in the Wicklow Senior Hurling League, Dublin Division 4 and the Wicklow
Senior Hurling championship. Again, Paul Carley was at the helm and he welcomed a 
number of new players to the training panel. 

The main initial target was promotion in the Dublin league and the 27th February saw
victory away against St Jude’s, followed by wins against Ballyboden St Enda’s, 
St. Peregrine’s and Na Fianna, St Brigid’s, St Mark’s, Cuala and Good Counsel.  
Cathal O Dulacháin was on fire in the league and scored a goal in nearly every game.  

With some of the more established players unavailable due to injury or with the Wicklow
Senior Hurling team, these games provided excellent opportunities for new players to
get senior hurling exposure and there is no doubt that players such as last year’s minors
James Byrne, Fiachra O Dunaí as well as Dan Kennedy have really improved as a result.



Senior Hurling

An away match against Clanna Gael Fontenoy in June guaranteed promotion to
Division 3 for next year. This will be an excellent test for the club as we will be guaranteed
regular quality opposition to continue the development of upcoming players. 

The Wicklow Senior Hurling League matches started in mid-March where we overcame 
Carnew in Bray. Victories followed over Avondale, St Patrick’s Wicklow and a goalfest
win over Éire Óg away to Greystones. We lost our first game of the season on a miserable
wet day in Kiltegan where the opposition intense work-rate resulted in a 2 goal loss.
A draw against Glenealy on the final day of the league campaign was a fine result as we
were missing several players on the day.   

Hurling management were very pleased with the good working relationship with
Shane Smith and the senior fooball management team. Good cooperation saw a record
number of dual players playing senior football and hurling and the common-sense
approach and management of individual player work-load has to be welcomed.    

Onto the Senior hurling championship which started in Mid-July. We were unbeaten
in Group 1 against Carnew, Eire Og and Avondale. This lead to a mouth-watering
semi-final against Kiltegan who have been our toughest opponents over the last 2 years.
Kiltegan brought huge work-rate and physicality to the county grounds and Bray led by
only 3 points in the last 5 minutes. Ultimately it was experience and accuracy that was
the difference and we eventually ran out 8-point winners after a late goal from Michael
Boland guaranteed safety. County Final day took place on the 25th September 2022
against old rivals Glenealy. Talk in the press centred around the “four in a row”. 
  
A sub-par performance in a poor stop-start game of hurling where free-takers dominated.
Bray were lucky to be 3 points up going in to a long period of injury time but were also
very lucky not to have lost it! Huge disappointment was palpable amongst the players
and management. The following day players met at the Reset Recovery Rooms. They
collectively make a commitment to each other that standards would be raised and they
would not entertain such a poor performance again. The change in atmosphere the
following week at training was palpable. Positional changes were made and from the 
throw-in it was clear that Bray were not going to be defined by their previous week’s
showing.   

Powering performances throughout the field saw Bray lead by 5 points at half-time with
a fine goal finished by Eoin McCormack. We went on to out-score Glenealy by
1-08 to 1-05 in the second half and an ecstatic Bray crowd roared with delight following
a superb goal from the on-fire Christy Moorehouse. Mark Lennon made history by being
the first player to captain a four-in-a-row team in Wicklow. Padraig Doyle was awarded
the man of the match award. 



Senior Hurling

 At time of writing, we are now preparing for a Leinster Intermediate Hurling
Championship where we will take on the Laois Champions Abbeyleix. Training has been
excellent and we have had good challenge matches against UCD, Naas and Faughs
in Dublin. As ever the panel’s commitment to training was strong and the togetherness
has been evident.   

In summary 2022 has been a hugely successful year for this large panel of players with
winning promotion in the Dublin Hurling league and a memorable 4-in a row.

Competition for places on the team has been fierce and notably 26 different players
have started the last 4 senior hurling finals Bray. We continue to be proud of their on-field
performances. They have also showed leadership and a commitment to the club, with
panel members such as Mark Lennon, Pádraig Doyle, Daire Lohan, Peter Walsh and
Liam Kenny helping out at juvenile level. We continue to welcome younger members
from underage into the Bray Emmet’s adult teams. Our aim continues to represent the
club to the highest standards and develop hurling in Bray.   

As always, we would like to again thank all Club members and the Club Executive for
all their support and encouragement throughout the year. We thank our sponsors for
their generous sponsorship. A particular work of thanks goes to Jak Lawrence and the
Reset Recovery Rooms.    

Our sights are now set to challenge for Leinster honours.  

Panel: Peter O Reilly, Ben Kearney, Karl Lacey, Sean Maloney, Cian Lohan, Padraig Doyle,
John Henderson, Arran Murphy, Luke Maloney, Diarmuid Masterson, Michael Boland,
Marc Lennon, Christy Moorehouse Eoin McCormack, Ben McCormack, Davy Maloney,
Ronan McMahon, Cathal O Dúlacháin, Daire Lohan, Shane Lohan, Peter Walsh,
Liam Benville, Rory Lambe, James Byrne, Fiachra O Dunaí, Jack Fitzgerald, Shane Anders,
Andy Conway, James Anders, Gavin Henderson, Mikey Timmons, Mikey Lee, Liam Kenny,
Brian McCann, Adam Bushe, Sean McDonagh, Brian Nesbitt, Dan Kennedy.

Manager: Paul Carley. 
Selectors: Ronan O Brien & Brian Duggan. 
Physio: Cameron McKeever 
Strength and Conditioning: Jack Lawrence 
Stats: Tadhg Dornan. 
Logistics Manager: Colm ‘Skippy’ McDonagh. 
Team Liaison: Larry Timmons 



With a positive league campaign under our belt, we set our sights on preparing for

the championship. In round 1, we played a strong Kiltegan team. On the day we managed

to win with a scoreline of 2.12 to 0.12. Round 2 paired us against Rathnew, a game in

which wewon by 2.09 to 0.8. With two positive championship wins under our belts and

momentum building, we then set our sights on a quarter final against AGB. With credit to

the players, they ensured that no stone was left unturned in our championship 

preparation, and this match was no different. Like many matches with so much at stake,

it was a low scoring, cagey affair. Unfortunately, after a brave performance we were

beaten by a single point with a scoreline of 1.6 to 0 10. 

Senior Football

The Senior football team began training for the 2022 season in January, with the aim of

gaining promotion to Division 1. With the numbers available to train relatively small, we

did our best and those that did train did so with great enthusiasm and effort.

Amalgamating with the 2nd football team ensured we had double figures for training on

most nights. The first few league matches proved to be difficult, however to the credit

of the players we had a fine start to our league campaign. In total out of twenty eight 

points  available throughout the league campaign we gained twenty five. Having lost

just once, and drawn another, this was enough to ensure that we gained promotion to 

Division 1 for 2023. To the players credit they showed incredible desire and heart in many

of the tight matches, more often than not coming out on top. 



Reflecting on the year, we can take many positives from the campaign. We can look

forward to 2023 with optimism and excitement as we will play in Division 1. Our 

championship run to the quarter finals will no doubt wet the appetite for another run

next year, where we hope we can make further progress. We will hopefully integrate 

some of our  younger players to the senior team in 2023 and continue to build for the

future of Bray Emmets.

I  would like to extend a huge thank you to selectors Paddy Moynihan, Sean O Neill and

Des Kelly. Paddy, to his credit, ensured that we always had a squad available for league

matches when numbers were tight. He made a huge contribution as a selector to 

successful year that was 2022. Sean O Neill acted as both selector and strength and

conditioning coach. With his expertise both in the gym and on the training pitch, Sean

ensured that players were in peak condition all year round. Lastly to Des Kelly, who

managed to juggle being a selector and a player. Des played a key role in 2022, both on

and off the pitch.

I  would also like to thank our physio Cameron Mckeever for his time. Also to Liam

McGraynor for his time in 2022 as logistics. Nothing was a problem for Liam and he

assisted us all year with great enthusiasm, for which we were very grateful. In Liam’s

occasional absence Gerry Morgan stepped in with ease.

We are very gratefull to our sponsor Home For Life who provided us with everything

we needed throughout the year and they have been very generous in their 

sponsorship of the Senior football team this year. 

To conclude, I would like to thank the club for the opportunity to manage Bray Emmets

senior footballers for 2022. It was a very enjoyable year, with great people and good

memories. I look forward to 2023..

Kind Regards,

Shane Smith

Senior Football



Adult Camogie

2022 was a very significant year for Camogie, as for the first time, we fielded both a
Senior and Junior Camogie team. The league campaign was very successful for both
teams, with both reaching their respective league finals. This was the first senior final
contested by a Bray Emmets Camogie team but unfortunately the seniors were beaten
by a very strong Knockanana side. On a more positive note, the junior team won their
final. This was a great achievement for both teams as numbers were stretched at all
times, but we fielded successfully. 

Championship numbers were significantly impacted by injury, holidays, and emigration!
This is one of the challenges of a very young team. We were only able to field at senior
for championship, but did so very competitively. Aside from a very tough outing against
Knockananna we beat Kiltegan and Glenealy and were very close against Carnew and
Donard. We contested a semi-final play off with Donard and were unfortunate to lose
by a point. 

The average age of the team fielded in senior championship varied between 18 and 19
years, so there is much to build on over the years to come. The teams will go from
strength to strength as they mature, and expand.  



Firstly, I would like to thank the management committee of the club, especially Paul
Cunningham, Liam McGraynor, Gary Prunty and Joe Barnes for their constant support
and encouragement throughout the year. 
Again, we also need to thank Paddy for all his work and assistance across the year. 

We are extremely grateful to our sponsors, Metec Consulting Engineers, and especially
Bernard, for their continued sponsorship of the Ladies team. We really appreciate and
recognise the commitment Metec have made to help the ladies section develop
and grow over the last number of years.  

This is the fifth year that Bray Ladies have had two adult teams, competing this year
at both Senior and Junior levels, with both teams making great strides in their
respected levels and displaying the increased interest and development of the ladies
section as a whole. We look forward to continuing the two teams next year, with
continued great success and competition.  

A big thank you is needed for the U16 girls who have supported the ladies squads
this year at both junior and senior level. They have been a great addition to the BEL
squads and we look forward to their involvement and support in the seasons ahead.

Ladies Adult Football



Wicklow Senior Ladies 2022 

After winning the Intermediate championship last year, the senior ladies were 
promoted to the Senior League and Championship. This promotion was a massive
step up for our ladies, with a steep learning curve required to compete at this level.

The ladies recognised to this challenge, and responded with a fervent commitment
and die-hard attitude displayed across the season. One of the major changes this
year was the introduction of Brian O’Keeffe as head coach. Brian has been an excellent
addition to the ladies section, with the development and success of this squad
showing this. He has challenged every player from the beginning of the season and
has been instrumental in increasing the required standards in both training and games.

A massive thank you also to Stephen Carton who also came in this year to coach
the ladies, with a focus on providing specific goal-keeping coaching.    

BEL’s aim this year was to raise their standards at training and games, with the focus
being on competing and winning the senior championship. We have a mixed squad
of both youth and experience and we look forward to next year; where we will
challenge at senior level again, and with the maximum commitment, drive, attitude,
and belief challenge and dare I say win the Senior championship.  

A big thank you is needed to our Captain Aoife Gillen, who has repeatedly led her 
team by example with an attitude that is second to none.  

Massive congratulations to our Senior Player of the Year, Shauna Douglas, who
showed a high level of commitment, skill and passion throughout the year, with the
award being thoroughly deserved. I would also like to thank the Senior management
team of Anne Longmore, Brian O’Keefe and Stephen Carton together with the
Junior Management of Eugene Canavan and Neal O’Doherty. They each have shown
huge dedication, drive and commitment to the senior squad and the ladies’ section
which reflects is the advances made during the season.   

Once again, it has been a total pleasure to work with all the ladies throughout the
year and we look forward to next year, where we will continue to improve and develop
our skills and compete at all levels.  We look forward to the integration of our ladies
team with the u16s moving up and can see our ladies section expanding and displaying
more high quality, fabulous football next year. 

John Butler 

Ladies Adult Football



 

The club’s continued desire to field two adult ladies teams (Senior and Junior) was a
further successful step forward for ladies football in the club. The hope and expectation
were that the Junior team would provide an ongoing pathway to adult competition for
aspiring U16 and Minor footballers and provide adult players who are not graded Senior
with the opportunity to play regularly in competitive league and championship
competitions. In this respect, the 2022 season has been even more successful than 2021.
The finished top of the Junior league, with big home wins over Coolkenno and Rathnew,
a draw at home to St. Pats, big away wins against Blessington, Kilcoole and AGB, and our
only loss during the  regular league away to Clanna Gael. This put us in to the League
Final, versus St. Pats, which resulted in a very narrow defeat in a nail-biting and thrilling
final in July.  While the league final defeat was disappointing, there was still great optimism
for the upcoming Junior A championship.
Our opening championship group match was away to Clanna Gael but in a superb
reversal of the league result, Bray won in Enniskerry by 3 points in a very tough and
exciting encounter. We then played superb football to beat Avoca at home by a big
margin, followed by an even better home quarter-final performance and winning margin
against Barndarrig. This set us up for a semi-final against the favourites Cookenno. In a
very tense game, Coolkenno just edged it and went on to win the final against Kilcoole.
While it was disappointing not to win any silverware this year, the overall performance
of the Junior squad and consistency of performance was really encouraging Only 3
defeats over the full season means we are definitely heading in the right direction.
The challenge now is to build on this year’s success and achieve even greater things in
2023.
Thanks to Brian and John for the great training platform and to Anne, Niamh, Sandra,
Florence and Steve for all their support during the season.
Thanks also to the Senior players for their ongoing encouragement and support. Most of
all, thanks to the players for their hard work, enthusiasm, patience and commitment
and for making Junior football such great fun to be involved with. 
Eugene and Neal  

Ladies Junior Football



Intermediate Hurlers

Bray Emmets Intermediate hurlers had a hugely successful year winning all 4 of their
Championship matches to become County Champions.

Starting on July 22nd they met the 2021 Junior A winners, Western Gaels, in the middle of
Irelands glorious Summer. This match saw Bray head into half time one point behind and slightly
lucky not to be further in arrears. The second half though found the team playing to their strengths
and they finished up 4 points to the good, 3-10 to 0-15.
August 14th dawned and Bray played Glenealy in a matched delayed because of the untimely
passing of a Glenealy stalwart, John Glynn. Bray played a fantastic first half and turned with a very
healthy 1-13 to 0-4 lead. The second half however saw the team in red score consistently to push
Bray into a uncomfortable position with 10 minutes left. Bray’s forwards though despatched 1 goal
and 3 points in quick succession to ease into the team into a semi-final against Carnew, 
2-18 to 2-12.
September 10th, Semi-Final. A belter of a game saw Bray defeat Carnew Emmets to exact a degree
of revenge for a defeat to the same opponents in the previous years Intermediate Final. This game
was vastly different to that attritional affair with 41 scores over the hour. With Bray Emmets
forwards continuing to click Carnew couldn’t live with their firepower, leading to a final score-line
of 3-20 to 2-16.
September 25th, County Final day. With both the Senior and Intermediate hurlers competing in
their County Finals on the same day in Aughrim a large crowd roared the Intermediate team
home to a convincing win against the pre match favourites Kilcoole. Bray’s six starting forwards
all scored and backed up by a gritty and parsimonious defence they had a comfortable victory.
Though Kilcoole had the better chances at the start of the game once Bray’s forward division
got going the result was ensured, ending up 3-15 to 0-10.

Management, Coach and Selectors:
Paddy Lee, Michael Roddy, Pat Lee, Bill Maher, John Ward and Graham Bushe.

Team: Liam Kenny, Daniel Kennedy, Ronan O’Brien, Shane Anders, Craig Brack Sinnott, Dara
ÓhAnnaidh, Oscar Harty, James Byrne, Paul Barry, Seanie McDonagh , Liam Benville, Brian Nesbitt,
Andy Conway, Dara Maloney, Mikey Timmons, Gavin Henderson, Jack Fitzgerald, Peter Kiely, Eoin
Mason, Tom Cash, Fiachra O’Dunaí, Shane Lohan. 



2nd Adult Football Team

We were bottom of the league at that point, the only points were had on the board was due to
walkovers, we had to give one walkover ourselves and we had lost every other game conceding
4-26 ,6-12, 7-14, 3-12 & 5-10. The start to season was always going to be difficult as we had
several leaving certs lads, some in college and others who were with the senior team. Despite
the poor results, we had started to form a strong spine to the team with the returning Arron
Walsh building up his fitness levels and the find of the year, Jamie Baguley, was our best player
in his new position in the backs.
The turning point was the game in away against Newcastle, we were once again tight for numbers
(including a certain Michael Healy who had his last leaving cert exam the next day) and came out
with a hard fought four-point victory. It was the start of an unbeaten run that would last until the
end of the season. We followed up with an impressive win in Kilbride scoring 5-18 in early and
it was the first time we had over 20 players for a match all year. 

Up to this point, we did not have the numbers to train separately from the first team and our
regular trainers were seeing the benefits within their fitness and skills levels. Our first two games in
the group stages of championship ended with victories over Newtown and St Pats, Kilcoole. We
scored four goals in both games but the lack of fitness from some of the lads really showed in the
second half against Kilcoole. But we had just done enough to have a point better score difference
going into a top of the table clash with Eire Og (Greystones), which was played in Enniskerry.

As these things happen with Junior B teams, we struggled in some league games to even get 13
players to fulfil fixtures but once the summer comes around and we face our local rivals, we have
29 lads togging out. This game wasn’t the prettiest of matches and we had Jamie Queeney pull off
some great one on one saves to keep up in the game. After a low scoring first half, it need a back
to show the forwards how to press, James Byrne started the push on the Eire Og defending, Tim
Harrington followed suit and pressure in the forwards won a turnover and within 5 seconds the bal
 was with Arron Walsh who masterfully beat the keeper to put us two points up. Now despite a
controversial and blatant touch line decision from the Eire Og touch judge (the ball was closer to
the fence than the side line), which led to an equalising point, justice was served as we came out
with a draw and topped the group by that one-point score difference.

From barely fulfilling fixtures to county final day redemption.
If anyone would have enquired last June how the seconds men’s football team were getting on,
they would have thought the management were slightly mad: As things were going as expected,
we believed we would stay up in the league and our main ambition was to win the Junior B
championship.



In September, we got a touch draw in the quarter finals as we got An Tochar who earlier in the
year put 7 goals past us up in Roundwood. We were impressed with their team in May but also
didn’t forget that they continued to push and push for more goals to rake up the score line. It was
just a little bit more motivation the lads took into the match and it did the trick. As the first team
were not out of championship, it meant were finally training as a team so were able to work on
some fitness levels and some ball skills in the training sessions.

The quarter final was by far our best 30 minutes of football all year, as we put so much pressure
on them collectively as a team, that they couldn’t get the ball out of their defence. We scored
two first half goals including the goal of the season when Niall McGraynor played a delightful ball
into Andy Conway who won the ball out in front of his man on the 45. Coming through like a
steam train was Nathan Prunty who received the ball from Conway, run another 30 yards before
riffling the ball into the roof of the net. 
At half time we were down to 14 players for an off the ball incident that looked innocuous but the
ref gave Arron Walsh his matching orders. We had to dig deep and after we conceded a goal this
gave An Tochar some hope. However, an excellent 50-yard defence splitting ball from Jack
Tracey found Andy Conway inside the 21and he finished the game off with a nice finish.

Due to an administrative error and numerous appeals between Avoca and Eire Og who played
each other in one of the other quarter finals, our next game was three weeks later. This gave
some of the lads time to improve their fitness levels especially if they were going to repeat the
intensity they had for the first 30 minutes of the quarter finals. We were also starting to loss some
players like Jamie Baguely, Art Whittle and Fionn Claney Molloy who all were away with college.
But we did gain a couple of experienced players who made a big difference to the squad. Two
former intercountry players were now in the squad, the first was Conor Flannery who was now
pushing for a goalkeeper slot and made a positive impact on some of the younger lads in training
and in the dressing room. With Arron Walsh suspended for the semi-final, we were grateful that
Niall McGraynor had being able to convince Niall Gaffney to end his hiatus from football and
get back involved.
The semi final was finally played in blustery conditions against Eire Og in Rathnew. The first half 
was tight and were did not take advantage of the strong wind in the first half. We were wasteful
enough with the ball and only took a four-point lead into the break which seemed to please the
Eire og team. The management knew that we had a massive uphill battle in the second half and
made two changes that they felt would suit playing against a gale. Both Ishy Mnensa and dual
star Padraic Doyle came on and played brilliantly, but they were not the only ones: Gaffo had a
stormed even though he pulled his quad with 15 to go and dislocated a finger, Niall McGraynor
and Johnny Kinch used all their experience to keep the ball working it up the pitch and Tim
Harrington showed his potential especially in the last 5 minutes winning the dirty ball and skipping
past the Eire of players. The game finished on scoreline of 8 points to 6, not a classic but defiantly
a case of “it doesn’t matter how you win a semi-final”

2nd Adult Football Team



For those who remember the last time this squad was in a county final in 2020/2021, you may
remember that there was a 9-month delay between the semi and final due to covid. This 
turnaround time was the opposite as we had a 6-day turnaround. Even though that 2020 final
which we lost by a point in a replay was only played 15 months before the 2022 final, we only had
one player who started that day in our squad.
 
We were delighted to be led in the final parade by the club’s youngest ever flag bearer Ella, who
was followed proudly by her dad. We started the game slowly enough and we found ourselves 3
points to 1 down after 10 minutes and unfortunately Johnny Kinch who was so important to us all
year, had to come off with a hamstring injury. But the lads started to win the battles around the
middle and were able to find Tim Harrington in the forward line with some delightful diagonal balls
and Tim just did the rest. At one point there was a four on one inside the Tinahely 45 but Conway
still found Tim with easy and Tim slotted the ball over the bar for his fifth point of the half. Jack
Tracey, who had an interesting year to say the least (played county u20s, made his senior county
debut in the Tailteann cup with Wicklow, went away inter-railing for a few week, missing out of the
senior team via injury which allowed him to still play with the seconds), was playing out of his skin
and scored two class points in that first half. 

A quick goal from a high McGraynor effort for a point fell to the industrious Andy Conway who gave
his side a major fillip by sticking the ball in the back of the net. With McGraynor adding frees from
tough angles to negative Tinahely scores, it was a  question of running the clock down, especially
after Mark Cusack made a brilliant goal line clearance which was game changing at the time.
Still, a fortuitous Tinahely goal with 15 minutes left meant there were only four points between the
sides and it was for the next five to eight minutes that Bray player some great combination football
to push eight points ahead, our goal an effort for a point by James Byrne which fortunately for us
dipped under the angle of the upright and crossbar.

Almost immediately we lost concentration and even when Tinahely got a point and then a goal to
reduce the deficit to four points, it looked like Bray would close up shop and foul to prevent
another goal. However, they did the opposite and were way too loose as Tinahely substitute Phelan
unleashed a rocket that gave the otherwise very competent amie Queeney no chance between
the sticks.
It was now three minutes into added time and the ref allowed play to continue after the kick out.
He even awarded Tinahely a free which would allow them to go in search of the equaliser.
Luckily, Andy Conway, who had kicked our last score which was to prove the winning point 
who was my man of the match for how he won, held and used possession right through the game,
was back in the defence to intercept, forcing the official to call a halt to proceedings.
The relief at the final whistle was evident for management and player especially after the crazy last
few minutes. Captain Fin Greene accepted the cup, gave a colourful speech and the squad and
supported enjoyed the celebrations late into the night.

The squad of players was a mix of youth and experience. new team, we had a balance of
experienced lads like the two Nialls, Kinch, Queeney and Flanno: we had the lads in the middle like
joint captains Cormack Martin, Fin Greene and Andy Conway who were consistent all year for us
and then the younger crop like Mark Cusack, Patrick O’Connor, James Byrne, Jack Kearney,
Nathan Prunty, Michael Healy, Evan Barry and Tim Harrington. Some of these lads will be pushing
for the senior squad next year while the rest will be looking forward to Junior A football next year.

Management team: Tony Denver, Tom Kearney, Gerry Morgan and Brendan Snow

2nd Adult Football Team



Junior Hurling

We started the year training with the second team with number's at training growing by
the week. Our first match was at home to Arklow Rocks on the 25/5. Having had a few
meetings regarding  players regrading meant we would have a very strong squad. We 
would beat arklow by 3-17 to 2-7 with Cian O Byrne scoring 0-8 , Eoin Mason 2-1 and
Shane Slattery getting 0-5. Next up was away to Eire Og which we won 2-17 to 1-8.
Again we had the luxury of using 8 players who would play a big part in the intermediate
winning team aging Cian scoring 0-4 Maso 1-3 and Slatts 0-4 showing they knew where
the posts were. Jack fitzgerald would play his first game for us after his long injury lay off
as he came on as a sub and got a goal.
Avondale were next but travelled with only 12 players so we got the W/O and played a
match giving them 3 of our players. It was a tight game and we would win by 1 point with
Cain O Byrne showing his class with 2-5 to his name.
The following week we travelled to Kiltegan with a strong squad of 21 players confirmed.
As I drove down the dreaded texts came in and by the time I arrived in Kiltegan we were
down 7 players who would have started the game. So myself and Graham Bushe had to
tog out and start the game. We were bitterly disappointed to lose so many players before
a game but the team fought hard and we only lost by 2 points. 
Another away trip to Knockananna was up next. Like our last game up there it was a very
strange game which our lads took a while to get into. So we made a few changes to the
team before half time which worked with Brian Nesbit coming on and scoring 1-2 Nathan
Prunty  2-1 and Fiachra O Dunai getting a goal we won 4-9 to 1-5
Our next two games would be against the two favorites to win the junior championship 
St Pats and Aughrim so we knew we would be up against it and our task was made harder
as the intermediate league had started that weekend and we would lose 8 players to the
intermediate team, we would lose both games losing to St pats 1-11 to 5-11 and a heavy
defeat to the eventual champions Aughrim .
Having played 7 won 4 losing 3  and a W/O v western gaels meant we finished fourth in
the league and would be in the junior A S/F against St Pats . 
The S/F was played in Ballinakill on the 31-8. All year our backs played well and fought
hard  and we knew they would have to do it again to stand any chance of winning. We
found it hard to score and luck had deserted us with Cillian Molloy,Tim Harrining picking
up injuries. St pats showed why they were one of the favorites for the championship and
would beat us 4-16 to 1-7.
With the losers of the A S/F playing each other in the B final meant we would play Kiltegan
in Aughrim on the 24 of september. We travelled with a strong squad of 25 players and 
were confident of giving a good shot of winning. Unfortunately Kiltegan had the better
start and we struggled to get on the ball and again found scores hard to come by. Kiltegan
were up 1-4 before Nathan Prunty got our first point. Again our backs were keeping us in
the game with David Ebbs making some good saves in goal. We were making silly
mistakes and Kiltegan had the experience to punish us and would win by 2-10 to 0-6. 
So a disappointing end to the year for us juniors. The bigger picture was in all 37 players
togged out for us with 10 going on to play on the winning intermediet team.
A massive thanks to all the players, to Paddy Lee and paul Carley for not using players
needlessly, to Michael Roddy for training both teams as 1 , the ever dependable Jackie
Napier and finally a big thanks to Graham Bushe for not only doing everything on the line
and listening to me but also for getting the junior team up to intermediate.
John Ward



Druid main Summer camp sponsor



This growing initiative by the LGFA has almost 400 G4M&O teams now registered
in the country and Bray Emmets is one of them! G4M&O is about ladies playing
Gaelic football in a social and non-competitive environment whatever their skill level.
The current Bray Emmets team has a mix of complete beginners, people
from other countries, those who played as children and some who have starred
for their county. No matter the skill level, there is always exercise, great comradery
and encouragement but most importantly laughs and craic to be had.   

The Bray Emmets G4M&O team have played various teams this year,
namely Foxrock/Cabinteely, Greystones, St. Olaf’s, Kilcoole, St. Pat’s, Cuala
Ballinteer and even took on the Bray Emmets Male Coaches!  
The ladies always serve up entertaining games with great teamwork and skills on show.    

Not only do they play stylish football they are now looking the part with new training
gear and jerseys. Huge thanks to team player Sarah who sponsored a set of jerseys
sporting the logo of her pet shop ‘Nature and Nurture’.
Also, thanks to the Lions Club for sponsoring some very stylish training tops and
jumpers. Special mention to Karen O’Carroll, who is both a member of Lions Club
and a G4M&O player, who unfortunately is out injured at the moment, we wish
her a speedy recovery.
   

Gaelic4Mothers & Others



Undoubtedly one of the highlights of the year was the G4M&O National Blitz.
The Bray Emmets Ladies G4M&O team was one of the lucky 132 teams who were
selected to play (out of the 286 who applied!) in the National Blitz in Naomh
Mearnóg GAA Club in Portmarnok on Saturday 3rd September. 
The day began with a mass Zumba warm up which was great craic and set the
scene for the day. The team played 5 matches in total, against Na Phiarsaigh
(Antrim), St. Peter's (Down), Curry (Sligo), Castlebar (Mayo) and St. Oliver Plunkett's
(Dublin).  Even though the rain persisted all day, so too did the fantastic teamwork,
skilful football, and most importantly the high spirits of positivity, encouragement
and fun. Fancy footwork was not only witnessed on the pitch but on the dancefloor
afterwards as well. A super day out was had by all!   

The G4M&O team are finishing their year with a blitz in Greystones and have plans
for a social event too! Thanks to Dave Barry and Sheena Smith for their dedication
and commitment in facilitating this wonderful initiative. If you are interested in
exercising in a fun way while meeting others in the local community the
Bray Emmets G4M&O team are currently training on Mondays from 8:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Contact Dave (0861208083) or Pam (0868622551) for more information.
New members are always welcome.  

Gaelic4Mothers & Others

Thanks to Lions Club President Joe Codyre and Jerry Teehan who came down to
present the training tops. The ladies also did a sponsored walk to raise money
for gear.  As some of the ladies said, “it was an afternoon well spent”, “one that was
good for the head and the heart”. This is exactly what this initiative is all about.





Bray Emmets All Stars

Our All Stars team started in February of this year. 
The All Stars initiative is an inclusive programme which aims to meet the needs of
children with additional needs or those who feel unable to participate in our mainstream
academy or teams. 

There was very strong support from members, parents and the club Executive to start
a similar inclusive team and planning started early in the new year. 

While we initially opened our All Stars team to our club members and families only in
February, we were happy to open it up to the wider community after a few weeks.
We now have 20 registered All Stars members who join us every Saturday morning for a
45-minute session.

Our members needs would include physical and intellectual disability, also Autism and
other neurodiverse characteristics. Our team and parents are invited for tea, coffee and
juice after each session which provides an important social opportunity for kids and
parents alike.  



Bray Emmets All Stars

Our All Stars team were very proud to receive their first Bray Emmets jerseys in September,
sponsored by a very generous couple who would like to remain anonymous, which were
presented by our winning Senior and Intermediate hurlers. We also travelled to the first
Wicklow All Stars inter-club session in October, hosted by Blessington GAA and we are
looking forward to holding a similar session in Bray in the new year. 

We have been very lucky to receive financial support from Bray Lions Club and Bray
Credit Union with which we plan to purchase equipment. 

The key to the success of our All Stars initiative is the great support we get each Saturday
from members within the club. A number of wonderful teenage coaches join us straight
from helping out in Academy each week and we are also joined by a number of senior
club players and their family members (special mention must go to the Cunningham
family of volunteers!). 

We are always on the look out for more volunteers so welcome any members who
would like to join the team. 

Our All Stars members and their families would like to thank everyone within the club
who have already made us feel so much a part of the club, in such a short time. 
There are too people to many to mention by name but we are very lucky to feel part
of such a wonderful club with such great people.  

Please contact Jenny lucky for further information on our All Stars team.



Jackie Napier passed a major milestone in life this year celebrating his 80th birthday.
Since he was a teenager Jackie has been working tirelessly on behalf of Bray Emmets
and the Wicklow GAA community and is still a very active and positive influence
on local affairs.
A keen historian, Jackie has many manuscripts and official records which he has
collected over the years and they are a rich source of material for what happened on
and off the GAA fields downs through the decades from the middle of the last century.
The club is very mindful of the outstanding role Jackie has played in its affairs over
the years.
We would like to wish Jackie and his family a belated happy birthday and wish him
many more. 
He is one of those people in life who it is more accurate to say he is 80 years young
rather than 80 years old.

Jackie Turns 80 this year



25 years ago when these lads won intermediate football championship.
They will be honoured at the county football finals in Aughrim.
Great to see most of the lads back together again.

25th Reunion for Intermediate Football



This year we welcomed two new children’s officers, Brenda Donohoe and Sharon Sheeran.
These ladies have been an amazing addition to this role and the club by helping our compliance.
Brenda has been looking after the boy’s side of the club while Sharon has taken on the academy
leaving me with the girls. This structure has massively reduced the work hours that needed to be
put in by one person which in turn keeps us constantly ‘topped up’. 
With the help of all coaches it can only get easier!
Also this year ‘The Compliance Officer’ was introduced and will hopefully be further developed
and implement into next year. This is the main compliance contact for each team who will then
report to the Children’s Officers, we look forward to working with them. Bray Emmets GAA Club
is fully committed to safeguarding the wellbeing of its members. 
We encourage 'best practice' in the playing of our games and we are committed to providing an
environment and ethos which will at all times, shows respect and understanding for members
rights, safety and welfare.
Young players in particular, deserve to be given enjoyable, safe sporting opportunities, free of
abuse in any form. These players have rights which must be respected, and rules that as members,
they must accept.
Bray Emmets is founded on the core values of mutual respect, valuing each person, and support
and encouragement among team members, managers, coaches, mentors and other member
of the club.
Our coaching resources and activities are firmly rooted in the local community. We are 
committed to providing an environment that promotes a 'sense of belonging' in our club and an
ethos that will allow players to perform to the best of their ability, free from bullying and
intimidation.
Inappropriate behavior (as laid out in our Code of Conduct and Best Practice) by any member
of the club (or any person/persons associated with the club) that undermines these values is
unacceptable and will be considered a breach of the club's Code of Conduct. Such behavior will 
be subject to the disciplinary procedures of the club (as outlined in in the Code of Conduct
Committee Guidelines).
The Code of Conduct and Best Practice forms part of our clubs constitution and ethos, and as
such, it is part of the rules and regulations that bind the operation of the club and its members.
All persons associated with Bray Emmets are expected to uphold and promote this ethos in all
roles that they undertake on behalf of Bray Emmets.
We have continued to make great strides in making our club fully compliant with the
aforementioned legislation and regulations. It is a legal requirement that all of our coaches are
Garda vetted, have attended child safeguarding training and hold an age appropriate coaching
qualification.
We are very lucky to have Willie Braine (G.D.O.) with his outstanding tutoring and coachingskill
 to help us achieve our coaching and legislation requirements. 
Many thanks to Joe Barnes and Frances Stephenson for their invaluable support, guidance
and knowledge throughout this year.

Marie Curran

Child Welfare and Safeguarding 2022



After the previous two years unprecedented times in the GAA season it was great to start the year
with a positive outlook with no discussions of lock downs, covid supervisors ,interrupted games
and social distancing .It was also refreshing to see Grainne back in the clubhouse firing out the
crepes to the many happy little faces and a special mention  also to Brenda and Lorett in the shop
for keeping the youngsters in gear and hurls.
The Juvenile section faced a busy calendar of fixtures both in Wicklow and Dublin  in 2022 and a
big thanks to all the coaches , volunteers and unsung heroes behind the scenes that made it all
possible for the juveniles to take to the fields .

The Academy section is continuing to thrive and the ability to train indoors  in Colaiste Raithin
during the cold months  at the start of the year is of huge benefit to us and a big thanks to
Colaiste Raithin for allowing us the use of their school . We have 271 boys and girls in the academy
and a big thanks to Brenda ,Dave and Willie  for putting it all together with the support of  the
TY students, parents  and other young coaches  who  put a huge effort into making it a success .

The juvenile girls section is also growing steadily with record number of girls now participating
and this is down to the quality of coaching and training in the club, the nurturing of friendships
and the promotion of LGFA and camogie in the local primary schools. One disappointing side
affect of covid was that the juvenile girls section were not permitted to play camogie in Dublin
this year and we thank all the coaches for adapting and arranging extra  games to make sure
the girls got enough game  time .We hope in the near future to be back in Dublin playing camogie . 

The Juvenile  boys section also had a busy year in both hurling and football in Dublin and
Wicklow. Some teams had  a staggering 60 games in the year and again a big thanks to all the
 coaches in giving up there time to make this happen .Overall there are circa 240 boys in the
juvenile section from the age group of under 8 to minor  that played over 351 matches this year
and refreshingly we are now seeing a better integration of players from the juvenile section to
the adult section.
The juvenile section has enjoyed some great success during  the year and a big thanks to
Willie Braine the club GDO for his support of all the 90 coaches and over 60 teams during the
year along with his continued work with the local schools in promoting our beautiful game. 
You can read all about  the successes in the various teams report included in the yearbook .

Lastly a big thanks to all the local businesses in our community that  generously sponsor the
various juvenile teams or donate welcome funds to the club and we would encourage all our
members to show our gratitude and give back to our local community when we can .

John Mc Carthy



Minor footballers

During 2022 the boys U17 minor football team competed very well in Division 1 of the
Wicklow League playing 9 games winning 7, drawing 1 and losing 1 match. This was a 
very competitive league and the team was challenged in most games where they
developed and built momentum as the season progressed. These results ensured they
finished in 2nd place on the league table and qualified for the semi-finals of the A
championship. Hopes were high that this group of Bray players could go on and win
out the minor championship but unfortunately, losing by a last minute goal after extra
time in the semi-final versus Aughrim meant heartbreak and some tears. 
These U17 boys showed great resilience and character to regroup and get back to 
training to prepare for the shield final.
On Bank Holiday Monday Bray traveled to Laragh and defeated St Nicks in the Minor A
Football Championship 2022 Shield Final with a comprehensive win on a scoreline
of 3-12 to 1-7. This victory closed out a year where the whole squad gave great 
commitment and dedication and training sessions were well attended under the 
guidance of Willie Braine.
Thanks also goes to Daire Lohan one of our senior players who helped out with
coaching and training during the year and we appreciate his input when taking
sessions and at matches. The team also competed in other pre-season competitions
including the PPL where they fulfilled all fixtures and acquitted themselves very well
during the games. We were delighted that several of the U15 boys made themselves
available to play with the minor team when asked and integrated seamlessly, 
demonstrating they possessed the required skills and ability to play at this higher level.
Thanks to the boys and also to the U15 mentors for facilitating this.



Minor footballers

Throughout the year we continued to see great improvement in the players core
skills, technical ability, tackling, game awareness and other key fundamentals when
playing matches.
This has been a great group of players, most of whom have been involved since
joining the Academy in 2010/2011. They have created a great bond and friendship
and shown great commitment, respect and dedication to their team, club and 
mentors. 2022 has been a great squad effort and every player has stepped up and
delivered when needed. The group displays an excellent work ethic and a desire
to continue to learn the game to become the best footballers they can be.

Whilst this is the end of the road at Juvenile level for the 2005 boys we do hope to see
as many as possible involved with the U19 squad and ultimately pushing on to be part
of one of the adult teams in 2023 and beyond. As football continues to grow and
develop in the club we would like to encourage all these players from underage to
move forward into the Bray Emmett's adult teams.

Thanks to all the parents for their efforts in getting the U17 boys to training and
matches and for their enthusiasm and support of the team throughout the year in 2022.
Special mention to the ever present Pat Windsor who went above and beyond in his
efforts to help the team especially during match days.
Every club benefits massively from the selfless efforts of volunteers behind the scenes
and Pat's contribution is truly appreciated by all the players and management team.

We would also like to acknowledge the significant contribution from those that
provided sponsorship to the team during recent years, in particular Gary Prunty and
Kevin Healy.

Thanks to all Club members, volunteers and the Club Executive for all their support
nd encouragement throughout the season.

Mentors: Mossie Kelly, John Broderick ,Kevin Healy , Gary Prunty and Willie Braine.

Panel (2005): Ross Hayde, Conall Butler, Ciaran Kelly, Eoin Khan, Andrew Murphy,
Adam Prunty, James Healy, Jamie Cunnane, Sean Kenny, Luke Doyle, Finn Redmond,
Robbie Murphy, Robert Evans, Cillian Ryder.
Panel (2006):  Ryan Harrison, Tadhg Treacy, Conor Broderick, Liam Egan, Eanna Hayes,
Tristan Doherty, Robert Munro, Donnacha Macmaolain, Joshua Mahon, Leon O' Connor,
Max Delahunty, Charlie Paterson, Adam Windsor, Lee Williams, Ryan Flynn.



Minor Hurling

Our minor hurlers had a tough year on the pitch for the most part. Bray Emmets were
one of only two standalone clubs in the County Championship, making it far more
difficult to compete with the large amalgamations. 
Having said that, and in spite of a plethora of long-term injuries to key players, there
were very good performances throughout the season and some fine wins against
ARP/Kilcoole and Éire Óg Greystones. Several of our hurlers also represented the
County Minors with distinction and were a vital part of the victorious Celtic Challenge
Corn Robinson, defeating Laois in the final after a replay.

Special thanks is due to senior hurlers Peter Walsh and Pádraig Doyle for coaching
the minor hurlers to such a brilliant standard throughout the year. Peter has now 
worked with these hurlers for the past four years, and it is very much appreciated!

Panel: Adam Windsor, Tadgh Tracey, Darragh Ward, Conor Broderick, Ciarán Kelly,
Donncha MacMaoláin, Seán Kenny, Willie Cash, Tristan Doherty, Liam Egan
Ryan Harrison, James Healy, Ronan Hogan, Josh Mahon, Matthew McGovern
Adam Prunty, Daniel Moraghan, Joseph Ahern, Senan Croke, Éanna Hayes,
Finn Redmond, CillÍan Ryder

Coaches and mentors: Peter Walsh, Pádraig Doyle, Liam Kenny, Caoimhín MacMaoláin



Wicklow Minor County Footballers

It was great to see Bray Emmets club very well represented in the Wicklow 2022 minor
football panel and this will surely benefit the club going forward.
This is something we would like to see each year where the club encourages all players
to attend trials and strive for a place on county panels. 
There was a huge effort put in by these boys (James Healy, Sean Kenny, Conall Butler,
Ciaran Kelly, Ryan Harrison and Adam Prunty) in terms of commitment to attending
training , games and following the S&C programme devised by Wicklow management
team. Special mention to James Healy as this was his 2nd year on the panel and who
came back from a broken finger and started in all 5 championship matches. 
Making this panel involved the lads attending several trial games from 1st December
2021 and S&C or pitch training sessions two or three times week up until mid May 2022.

In many ways this was a unique season for the Wicklow minor football team where
they played 5 championship matches, winning 4 games before ultimately losing out to
a strong Kildare side in the Leinster semi-final in Newbridge. Being part of a such a
progressive and talented group should benefit the Bray players as they understand the 
significant effort and commitment required to be successful whilst also appreciating
they have the talent and ability to make the step up to this level. 
We would hope to see these boys and several others to challenge themselves over the
next couple of years to push on and compete for a place in  the Wicklow U20 squads
where Bray was also well represented in 2022.



U16 Girls Camogie

The U16 Camogie team had a really enjoyable 2022. We began in a chilly February. 
Across the season, we played 18 games and had many many training sessions in
all kinds of glorious weather conditions. 
We won the 'Plate final' against Éire Óg in the U16A championship. 
That win was a sweet conclusion to our months of improvement and hard work.
My particular thanks to Anita Slattery, Shane Lawlor and Shane Slattery
for their dedication to our panel of 24 players. 

le meas,

Brian Lambe,
Bainisteoir.

Camógaíocht faoi 16 : Anna Ní Chonchubhair, Cara Mahony, Caoimhe Laffan, Ciara Lambe,

Clodagh Kenny, Emily Ryan, Grace Redmond, Grace Roche, Kate Butler, Kate Slattery, 

Katie Curran, Katie Quinn, Kimberly Kennedy, Laoise O’Driscoll, Mairéad Roche, Melanie Lawlor,

Niamh Canavan, Orla Fitzsimons, Rachel O’Brien, Regan King, Rosa Lackey, Sophie Lawlor, 

Teagan Cronin, Zoe Hannon. 

Mentors: Brian Lambe, Anita Slattery, Shane Lawlor and Shane Slattery.  



The lads of 07 & 08 joined forces to form this years u15 team and started last
November with a couple of light training sessions. Then in the new year we got into
training properly with a mixture of gym and field sessions.
We were entered into Wicklow division 2 and started off with a home game against
St. Pats. which was abandoned by the ref after 20 mins due to the weather, she said
that she couldn’t see what was going on with the sideways rain. Our league
campaign went very well and a win in the last game against St. Kevins saw us
topping the table and picking up a bit of silverware.

The team were playing some brilliant football with sweeping moves the full length
of the pitch. The improvement in the level of skills and matchcraft in the individual
players and the team as a whole was a delight to see.
The Championship didn’t go as smoothly with the lads back at school and other
commitments we struggled to get into our stride and eventually lost out to a much
improved St. Kevins in our plate final.

Overall we had a very good season in which we played 16 games ,won 9 ,lost 5 and
2 draws and collected a league title. Many thanks to all the lads and their parents
for work ,help and support during the year with an extra nod to Enda and Ado.
Also a special shout out to Charlie Cloake who after emigrating to Wexford still
managed to travel up to play in the last two league games.

Squad;
Rob Brennan, Adam Butler, Charlie Cloake, Sean Craig, Senan Croke, Eoin Croysdill, Sean Denver,

Oliver Noonan, Brodie McNeil, Ben Donnelly, Conor Dwyer, Jack Ebbs, Ronan Hardiman,

Conor Heffernan, Daire Holmes, Andrew Kiernan, Luke Cotter, John McCarthy, Matthew McGovern,

Mark McHugh, Matthew Mason,Joshua Mullins, Lorcan O'Neill, Charlie Paterson, Conor OSullivan,

Charlie Sammon, Eanna Quinn, Sean Traynor, Dan Walsh and fair play to Adam Brierton,

Cillian O'Neill who left their hurls at home and played with us when we struggled with numbers.

U15 Boys Football



U15 Boys Hurling



A tough year overall for the under 14 footballers. The year started with a squad of 24
but by the end of 2023 we were down to 12.There is a historical drop of for this age
group as they enter secondary school but we did not expect such a huge drop. Factors
that contributed  to the decline in numbers were  
1. Playing up  a year to the older age group.
2.First full year in secondary  school and the lure of rugby 
3.Players dropping back to their correct age group (4players ).
We were also unfortunate to lose  2 players that left Bray including our legendary goalie
Charlie Cloake as he moved to Wexford with his family. Not withstanding that the short
season we had was enjoyable and started with a very social game against the under
14 Bray Emmets girls. This was followed by a tough challenge game against the kilmacud
first team in prep for the Dublin league. Dublin league  kicked off in March and in all we
played 4 games before we had to call a halt to the under 14 season as it was difficult
getting numbers together .
We hope to get some of these players back for the 2023 season as this team has great
potential having won at under 11 in Wicklow and championship finalists at u13 so it 
would be an awful shame if they don’t stick together .There was also ten of the team 
that went  for Wicklow football  trials at the start of the year with 5 going on to 
represent Wicklow during the year so this team in 2023 would  be a force to be 
reckoned with if they were all to return to the field.

Charlie Cloake,Conor O’Sullivan ,Joseph Byrne,John McCarthy,Rob Brennan,Sean Craig
Sean Traynor,Brodie McNeill,,Lorcan O’Neill,Conor Heffernan,,Luke Cotter,Jack o hare
Dan Walsh,Daire Holmes ,Josh Mullins ,Mark McHugh,Oliver Noonan,Sean Denver.

U14 Boys Football



U13/14 Girls Camogie & Football

U13 Team competed in the Dublin Leagues 

 

U14 Team competed in the Wicklow Leagues

 
It’s been a busy season for the U13 Girls and U14 Girls.  We are super proud of the whole squad, 
especially the players that also played ‘up’ for the year with the U14 Team. Lots of new friendships a
major plus of players playing with their own team and playing up with older teams. It’s also been great
to see new players join the gang and have fun. 
They are a fantastic group with great team performances every weekend and great dedication to 
training on Monday and Wednesday nights. Any 2009 born girls looking to join a great bunch of
players are welcome to any of our training sessions.  
The team are developing really great skills and having fun at the same time. Social events are hugely
popular with the group and the trip to the beach and pizza parties being a highlight as well as a huge
amount of road trips to our away games.
Our players have great support from their parents, and we wish to acknowledge the parents help
in developing such an awesome group. A word of thanks to our coaching team, Yvonne, JP, Jean,
Ronan, Mark, Jono, Catherine, Caitriona, Brian, Stephen, Conor and Nessa. We’re super lucky to have
such dedicated coaches and administrator for the team. 
We have included the match reports from the two competitions that the girls excelled in this season.
These results all a direct result of the girl’s dedication and commitment to constantly raising
their skill level.

    

           Special mention and thanks to Brendan Dunne of
           Dunedin Construction Company for his kind sponsorship
           of new jerseys for the whole U13/14 Squad. 

Commitment to training in all weather conditions 



U13/14 Girls Camogie & Football

U14 A Plate Final: Bray Emmets 7-2; St Patrick’s 0-1 
Bray Emmets U14 girls recorded an excellent victory over a determined St. Patrick’s Wicklow team
to win the final of the U14 A Football plate. The sideline was thronged with supporters to cheer
their team on - on a cold, wet and windy Monday night in the Wicklow GAA centre of excellence
in Ballinakill. This score line is not a true reflection on this game as Bray had to show resolute
defending and attractive attacking play to get the better of an athletic St Pat’s team. Bray came out
with all guns blazing and Iseult Bell tested the Blue’s goalkeeper with a rasper of a shot after five
minutes. The goalkeeper could only deflect the shot and she was horrified to see the dangerous
forward Lily Donnelly who pounced to finish the rebound and the Bray girls were on their way. 

Playing with a strong wind in the first half the Bray girls used the elements to their favour and 
full-forward Niamh Redmond gained possession and fired from nearly 50 metres. Cheers went 
up as her shot snuck under the crossbar and into the St Pat’s net.  In spite of the wind the St Pat’s 
centre back and midfield tried hard to get the ball into the half-forward line. Resolute defending from
Síofra Begley, Lauren Kennedy and Sophie Murray meant that the attack had to work extra hard.
Indeed when the half back line was breached full back Christina O Sullivan, Michah Sammon and 
the determined Jorja Kelly protected Louise McHugh who was a rock between the posts.  

At midfield the impressive Megan Dunne and Nancy Harty transitioned the ball from defence to
attack where Clodagh Kenny led the half forward line with aplomb. Flanked by the wristy Roisin
Hayes and the stylish Sadie Croke they were putting the St Pat’s defence under immense pressure. 
Kenny raised a green flag and this was repeated shortly after with a shot from Roisin Hayes to leave
the Bray girls in the lead by 4-01 to 0-01 at half time.  

Looking comfortable on the score board is one thing but the Bray manager JP Croke set the 
challenge to raise the work-rate up to the Bray girls as they faced a strong breeze in the second half.
This they certainly did. Aided by the breeze in the second half St Pat’s came out with a point to prove
and attacked in waves with strong running by the midfield. 

However, Bray gave an exhibition of hooking, blocking and last ditch defending. In spite of the
possession St. Pat’s were unable to get the score board ticking.  Instead, Bray were able to clear 
their lines and were rewarded with scores from Clodagh Kenny, Megan Dunne and Roisin Hayes
The pressure started to show on the Bray girls and their effort was unsustainable. Thankfully fresh
legs from Ciara Curran, Olivia Duncan Elizabeth Noonan and Áine O Brien were enough to get them
over the line.  At the final whistle a delighted captain Megan Dunne accepted the plate from



U13/14 Girls Camogie & Football

 County Camogie Chairperson Ivor Lehane top cheers from the team’s loyal supporters.
Bray Emmets: Louise McHugh; Jorja Kelly, Christina O’Sullivan, Micah Sammon; Lauren Kennedy
Siofra Begley, Sophie Murray; Megan Dunne (1-0), Nancy Harty; Sadie Croke, Clodagh Kenny (2-1),
Roisin Hayes (2-1); Lily Donnelly (1-0), Niamh Redmond (1-0), Iseult Bell. Ciara Curran, Olivia Duncan
Aine O’Brien, Elizabeth Noonan, Ellen Broderick, Hazel, Alannah McCarthy  

Great Win by Our Under U13s in Dublin Football Cup Bray Emmets 1-8; Stars of Erin 0-2

On a beautiful autumnal Sunday in the picturesque Dublin mountains Bray Emmets U13 Girls
footballers delivered a majestic performance to come away with the Under U13 Dublin Football Cup.
Torrential downpours had given way to glorious sunshine as captain Nessa Ní Chonchubhair led
her teammates on to the perfect Glencullen pitch to take on Stars of Erin. It was to be their third
meeting of the year and having lost the previous matches it was clear from the off that Bray were
determined to take the game to a strong home team. The impressive midfield due of Olivia Duncan
and Ciara Curran got the ball rolling and despite their athletic direct opponents drove forward at
every opportunity to get fast ball into lively full forward line where Isabelle Doyle was winning
possession to lay off to the hard working Molly Browne and captain Nessa.  

The half forward line of Sadie Croke, Iseult Bell and Iustina Paven snuffed out the counter
attacking threat of the Star’s half back line and probing runs from Sadie caused chaos in the home
team’s defence. Molly Browne was very unlucky to see an early chance go narrowly wide following
good interplay where the ball was smoothly transferred all the way from the Bray full back line. 
Sadie was unlucky to see some early shots drift wide however it was Nessa who got the score board
clicking with a lovely point after 13 minutes. Midfielder Duncan followed up with two sublime points
after an energetic gallop through the home sides middle third. Her second the culmination of smart
swift interplay after a quickly taken short free kick. In any final it will never be one way traffic and
while the forwards were driving forward this could only have been done based on a strong defence
The dangerous home team’s midfielders were unlucky not to have been rewarded with some scores 
however the tenacious but disciplined tackling of a tigerish full back line of Louise McHugh,
Christina O’Sullivan and Alannah McCarthy made their counterparts work very hard for any goal
chances.  

Indeed, the home sides wide count of 7 at half time led this reporter wonder if it was going to be
an away win. The half back line of Lauren Kennedy, Sophie McNaughton and Emily Fitzpatrick
intercepted a mountain of ball and were fierce in the tackle. Kennedy with her assured defensive 
skills and classic timing resulted in turnovers that led to subsequent Bray attacks.  
At half time the score difference was the bare minimum as the seasiders went in leading by
0-3 to 0-2. The strength in depth of the Bray panel was evident by the introduction of fresh legs



however. Anna Morrissey was introduced at midfield to replace Ciara Curran who had run her
socks off.  Anna’s running caused all sorts of the trouble and her opponents had to concede frees
in their effort to stop her. Elizabeth Noonan slotted in at wing back and her calm demeanour was 
needed as the pressure started to tell after early Stars of Erin forays. Roisin Ballagh and Roisin Hayes
parachuted in to the half forward line where their hard running complemented the stylish Sadie
Croke. Annie Rafferty and Áine O Brien joined the full forward line and their impact was impressive.  
The home team came out in the second half as one would expect with all guns blazing. Attack after
attack rained down on the Bray goal but one of the most assured goalkeeping performances from 
Sophie Murray repelled the tied. Her positional awareness and coolness under pressure was a marvel
to behold. Time upon time goal mouth scrambles ended with the heroic Murray ending the siege 
with either a relieving kick out or a neat hand pass to the excellent corner back Louise. 

In the other corner Alannah McCarthy gave an exhibition with tight marking and anticipation. 
Christina’s powerful running and clearances started of numerous attacks.  
Sophie McNaughton was growing in to the position and getting more adventurous with her carries
in to the opponent’s half. Emily Fitzpatrick’s speed was evident to help escape from her corner along
the side-line to deliver quality ball to the forwards.
The Bray Management team, who incidentally were missing the team manager JP Croke on the
day, had to have been pleased with the interplay which saw defence lead to attack with crisp
passing and taking the right option to stretch the home defence. Bray were rewarded with a great
goal from Sadie (who scored 1-2 on the day) and followed up with scores from the stylish Roisin 
Hayes (0-2). One of the scores of the game saw the ball transferred through 10 sets of Bray 
hands until the lively Áine O Brien tapped the ball over the bar after a crisp hand pass from 
Roisin Ballagh. Ciara Curran put the icing on the cake with a sublime point after coming back on
with a fresh lease of life. At the final whistle jubilant Bray supporters invaded the pitch to 
celebrate with the delighted girls. Captain Nessa Ní Chonchubhair accepted the cup as Gaeilge with
a speech to rival the great speech of Joe Connolly in Croke Park. 
Bray Emmets U13: Sophie Murray, Louise McHugh, Christina O’Sullivan, Alannah McCarthy, 
Lauren Kennedy, Sophie McNaughton (0-1), Emily Fitzpatrick, Ciara Curran (0-1) Olivia Duncan (0-2)
Iustina Paven, Iseult Bell, Sadie Croke (1-2), Molly Browne, Isabelle Doyle, Nessa Ní Chonchubhair (0-1),
Anna Morrissey, Roisin Hayes, Roisin Ballagh, Annie Rafferty, Elizabeth Noonan, Áine O Brien.

U13/14 Girls Camogie & Football

U13 Dublin Cup winning players & coaches  

 



U13 Boys Football & Hurling 

 

2022 was quite a year for the U13 boys, playing near to the guts of 60 games across
the two codes in Wicklow and Dublin. With some players moving on, this was offset
with the teams strengthened with the addition of some new players. We also lost one
of our hurling coaches with Junior B Captain Colin McManus stepping down.
Colin, Jo, Arlo and Noah were a big part of Bray Emmets and we wish them well in
their new home. 
Early in the year we added to our training an extra evening specific to fitness. These
sessions were tough but carried a good element of fun and team bonding in them.
The U12 Boys also joined in and all the lads really enjoyed as they kept coming back
for more each week! With the days starting to lengthen we continued the team
building with an evening hike in April up Bray head and a bag of chips after.
Some of the team finally got to complete (post Covid) the Junior Hell and Back
at the end of April.

The weeks got very busy with both teams playing Wicklow and Dublin games each
week on Mondays and Saturdays. The grading games in Dublin resulted in our
footballers promoted from Division 3 to 2 and the Hurling team won Division 3 to
also be promoted to Division 2. The team continued to mix all the training and 
matches with some down time, a sunny May evening supporting the Senior 
Footballers while enjoying pizza from the clubhouse balcony. In June, the team 
captured their first piece of silverware in 2022 when having travelled to the Michael
Bammel Malone U13 Tournament hosted by Cooley Kickhams.
This was a fantastic overnight trip away, with the boys doing the club proud with their
efforts and displaying the Bray Emmets colours.

Bray Head and Hell and Back



U13 Boys Football & Hurling 

In July the team headed into Croke Park to enjoy the hurling semi final between
Clare and Kilkenny. This was coupled with the lads showing their support to team
mate Conor Eglington who was playing at half time as a Wicklow representative from
a successful Cumann na Ban.
In our Wicklow leagues, our footballers finished the league in 3rd and the hurlers 
went 10 in a row undefeated to win another piece of silverware with the League title.

Games in Dublin Division 2 were tough games but great learning for both the boys
and the coaches.  With the Wicklow Championship coming to a conclusion in early
October, the football team used the learnings of tough games in Dublin to turn 
around an 8 point half time deficit to win well against St. Patricks in the Shield.

  

A week later, the hurlers contested the county final against Luke O’Tooles. 
A dominant performance in horrendous conditions saw the boys celebrate with the
lifting of the cup alongside presentation of their league win. A fantastic year finished
off undefeated in Wicklow by the hurling team.

The progress of the boys in both codes couldn’t be achieved without the dedication
and time put in by our coaches and mentors. Well done on a great, fun year with this
special team of boys. Finally, a very special message of thanks to our sponsors,
Downey’s Pharmacy in Bray, Bank of Ireland and all our parents and guardians,
your continued support is always greatly appreciated towards the boys and the team.  

Lads with A Shield for Football

County Champions with Cup and League Trophy Hurling



U12 Football & Hurling

2022 has been a very busy and rewarding year for the 2010 Boys group. We managed
to juggle U12 Hurling and Football in Dublin with U13 Football in Wicklow.
We also took part in a couple of hurling tournaments this year playing against teams
from all four provinces and the lads did really well. The 2010 Boys are a fantastic bunch
and this year the lads have shown great commitment to playing in multiple competitions
and have all shown huge improvements in all of the skills for both codes. 
The boys continue to progress well along the player pathway for both hurling and football.
The lads have really come together as a team and the bond amongst them is getting
stronger. We were glad to welcome a couple new players this year and sad to see
some moving on. 

The support from parents this year was fantastic , we are looking forward to the year
ahead where we will be mixing with the 2009 and 2011 teams.



U11 Boys Football & Hurling

With Covid restrictions lifted, it was back into the thick of it and once training and games
resumed we averaged around 25 players at each training session out of a total panel of 38
players. In Wicklow and Dublin, we played a massive 58 games across both codes. 
We entered 3 teams in Dublin in both Hurling and Football, while we entered 1 team in
Wicklow in both hurling and Football at u11 level. To make sure the same players did not
end up playing all games, we spilt the panel in two for the Wicklow games and worked on
a week on/week off scenario. While it meant a lot more players getting games it did mean
we shifted some heavy scores as we came up against superior opposition in Div 1.
With our 3 teams in Dublin, we had some good results across the board in both 
competitions but there is no doubt that the 3 team competitions brings a higher level of
opponents and we struggled against the bigger clubs in Dublin. 
On top of our normal games we also have 2 different trips to Kilmacud festivals, a hurling
trip to Birr in Offaly and competed in two 2 mini all-Irelands within the club. We also
squeezed in a team building day in the “Forest Club” in Greystones. 
From a coaching perspective we mostly concentrated on building teamwork and
movement into our game while trying not forget the basic skills of both codes. 
This has brought us on but with more physicality coming into the game around this age
group we have struggled from an intensity point of view. This is something we will 
concentrate on next year. A massive shout out and thanks to all the coaches for their
dedication and commitment. 
We must also mention the support and commitment shown by the parents which was
just phenomenal. Moving to the Clubforce App last year for all games and training
attendance certainly made an onerous task a lot easier for all involved, so keep those
Clubforce updates coming in. We look forward to your continued support in the years 
to come. This year we got our fair share of home games compared to the year before so
hopefully, we get the same again next year. Playing 58 games on top of training twice a
week is something the coaches are conscious of and will review in the next few months
We would also like to thank a few sponsors that helped us this year. Downey’s Pharmacy
sponsored new jerseys, while Johno Bowne and family supplied a full set of footballs 
Lastly, a massive shout out to the club management who continue to provide help, 
support, kit and advise when required. The savage work that Willie Braine, John McCarthy,
Brenda Donohoe and Gary Prunty do allows the rest of us to concentrate on coaching.  



U11/12 Girls Football & Camogie

2022 was a fantastic year for the U11/12's girls football group. We competed in both Dublin
and Wicklow competitions. We were very competitive all year in Dublin but found the
competition a bit tougher in Wicklow. That said, our best performance of the year was
undoubtedly a brilliant home win against a very strong Baltinglass team that ended up
coming second in Division 1 this year. We scored two goals near the end of the match
to take victory by the slimmest of margins and our girls celebrated like they had won the
All Ireland final.
It was great to see. Our numbers continue to grow, and luckily, we saw the addition of a
number of new players to the team. We now have a great bunch of committed girls that
are excellent trainers. I have no doubt that the hard work and effort they put into training
will pay off on the playing field. We also organised three very successful social outings this
year, our annual hike up Bray Head, a great day out in squirrel scramble and we also have
another outing organised for Jumpzone next week which we are really looking forward to.
Finally, I would like to wish all the girls, parents and fellow mentors an enjoyable winter
break and a very Merry Christmas. See you all in the New Year

2022 was a good year for the combined 2010-2011 Camogie team, as they got lots of games
at U12s level in Wicklow. There were some great wins and some hard-fought losses but
overall the girls put in a great effort and had lots of fun. The numbers at training are
consistently high with 20-25 players turning up regularly. The girls show great enthusiasm to
train in all weather, this translated into great performances on rainy match days. In this way
the players were well-prepared for the Camán festival in Arklow in October, this saw Bray
Emmets pitted against the top Camogie clubs in the county, and the girls put in a great
effort on the day.  
A real highlight of the year was the opportunity to participate as a team in the production of
the miniseries "Clean Sweep", which will be going out not only on RTE but also in America. 
Part ofthe storyline involves a girl who plays Camogie, and the Bray Emmets
girls were on hand to put on a real match which was filmed over a long but memorable
summer's day. This was a real opportunity to showcase one of our national games to the
world, and the girls played with real pride on the day. The girls are now looking forward to
their end-of-year party, a bit of rest, and then onwards and upwards for 2023.

FOOTBALL

CAMOGIE



2022 started early for the girls this year with the beginning of our Dublin LGFA matches
on 26th of February....much better than our return last year by zoom!! Wicklow soon
stepped in to add to the girls match load by starting in April 2022. The girls and 
coaches showed true commitment to this team by being able to compete in all
scheduled games that were played most weekends plus two evenings training during
the week right through the Summer and up to the end of November. 
A well-deserved break now over the winter months is due.
We have had a few more broken hurls along the way, a few mouth guards and shin
guards put to the test! Ice pops and cake that didn’t quite make it all the way to the
mouth. Dodgy dance moves on the pitch, a new team chant. Bags of footballs going
missing, bags of jellies being devoured, pizza parties, Ballinakill giving us some fairly
tough weather conditions...all in all a fairly busy year was had.

It has been an honour to see how this group of girls have grown on and off the pitch.
The coaches are extremely proud to see each girl progress in their confidence on the
pitches and the fun they bring to our training sessions, they are teaching us what is 
important, not the other way round. 
We hope to see each of them next year and look forward to seeing what 2023 brings.
Well done to this amazing bunch of girls and thank you to their parents for their support
and getting the girls to the training sessions and matches whatever the weather.

On and up!!

U10 Girls Camogie & Football



Our squad of U10 Boys kicked off their season with a football match against Good
Counsel Liffey Gaels on the 26th  of February. 
This season we fielded two teams in Dublin and one in Wicklow playing both
Football and Hurling in both counties. We competed in 35 official matches 
(each match in Dublin was in fact two matches as we fielded two teams there!)
and played in the Fingallians Football blitz on 30th April and the Kilmacud Crokes
festival of football in the UCD grounds on 15th May.
At home we also competed in both mini-All-Ireland series tournaments mixing well
with the lads from the 2013 group. Overall, this season, the lads competed really well
with some convincing wins and in all events the coaches have been both impressed
and proud of how the lads competed during their matches. 
On the training nights they have steadily developed their skills and integrated well as
teammates. 
We are all looking forward to the upcoming 2023 season   

U10 Boys Football



U9 Boys Football & Hurling

Go Games This year the boys had a non-stop action packed year, which began in February when 
our Go Games kicked off and ran right through until the end of October. We entered 2 teams in both
Hurling and Football in Dublin and Wicklow Go Games. This year the boys played in 46 Go Games.
(12 in Hurling in Wicklow, 12 in Football in Wicklow, 11 in Hurling in Dublin and 11 in Football in Dublin).
The coaches are very proud of how the boys have progressed in both hurling and football over the 
year. In particular this we have seen great progress in hurling, where the boys progressed from mainly
ground hurling last year to striking out of the hand this year. This is a very difficult transition and can
often be a very frustrating time but equally very rewarding when the skills develop. Overall skills and
teamwork have developed very nicely and the boys have worked hard at training and at home and 
this has resulted in the boys performing very well on the pitch against teams from both Dublin and
Wicklow. We have seen friendships continue to grow. The boys are a fantastic group and well behaved
and most importantly we hope they had lots of fun during the year.  

Social Outings Off the field highlights included our first social outing to Bray Bowl where the boys
had plenty of fun and games. We also had our first outing in the St. Patricks Day parade this year and
everyone had a fantastic day. Our second social outing included a trip into the All-Ireland Senior
Hurling Championship Semi Final between Limerick and Galway in Croke Park. Altogether we had 33
boys from both the 2013 and 2014 group and 20 parents. This included the very competitive inaugural
match day hurling quiz. The match was a fantastic spectacle and we witnessed some tremendous 
hurling by the All Ireland champions. Following the completion of our Wicklow Friday night Go Games
we had a Pizza and Movie night in our Clubhouse. We were delighted to see Elliot Proudfoot, who
had an operation on his leg during the Summer join us for a fantastic evening of fun. 
The highlight of course was when Bray Emmets senior hurlers Mark Lenon (C), John Henderson,
Aaron Murphy and Dan generously gave up their time to stop by with the senior and intermediate cups.
This was very much appreciated and the boys loved it. We would like to thank the guys for giving 
up their time and we wish them well in their Leinster Semi Final. We will be shouting for them. we will
look forward to the year end social event at the end of November. 

Football Mini All Ireland and Family Fun Day We also participated in our first Bray Emmets
Football mini All-Ireland. This started with a round of matches on Tuesday, followed by a second round
on Thursday and culminating with the parade and Mini all Ireland and Family Fun Day on the Sunday.
This was a huge success and we wish to thank all of the organisers Willie, Brenda, Gary, Grainne and so
many more including helpers from our group of parents also. I’m sure the boys will remember this
event very fondly. Congratulations to Eathan Rooney who won our first kick fada competition on the
day also. 



Hurling Mini All Ireland  We also enjoyed the Hurling Mini All Ireland. Like the Football Mini All 
Ireland we joined together with the 2012 group. This proved to be a great success and the boys mixed
extremely well with the older boys. We would like to thank the 2012 boys and their coaches. There
were some excellent matches and the boys competitive nature came to the fore. We saw some
excellent skills and the boys had great fun.

November Series We have arranged a series of friendlies in November and we hope that these will
be a fun way to complete our schedule of games for 2022. The first fixture is in football and will see us
join together with the 2014 group to entertain Round Towers. This will be followed by two hurling
fixtures. 

Team Building We are extremely fortunate to be able to introduce team building into our Friday
Night Skills in November. These sessions in the Clubhouse will be hosted by Denise McCormack 
promise to be a great addition to our activities.

Thank You! I would like to thank everyone who helped to make this year such a wonderful year.
Firstly I would like to thank the boys. Secondly we would like to thank all of the parents we really
appreciate all of the effort that goes in. It takes a significant amount of work to keep the show on the
road and we have done it thanks to all of the help from so many during the year. This is a collective
effort and everyone has contributed to the group over the year. In particular would like to thank
Leigh, Vincent, Danny, Aishling, Dara, Camille and Alex for helping out so regularly. I would also like to
thank all who volunteered to wash the Jerseys during the year. I would like to take this opportunity to
say a very special thank you to all of our Coaches & Helpers. They have done a brilliant job during the
year and the activities could not have gone so well without them. I would like to thank our Football
and Hurling Coaches, Gerry and Paul. I would like to thank our team coaches Maoiliosa, Kevin, 
Barry, Ronan, Darren, Leah and Tony. I would like to thank Catherine, Fred and Sarah for helping to 
eep everything run so well. In particular I would like to thank Catherine and Sarah for arranging super
events during the year such as the Bray Bowling and the Pizza and Movie night. I would like to thank
Catherine who also helped to arrange the farewell party for Adam Guja before he moved to Poland.
I would also like to thank Denise for offering to take the boys for a number of team building sessions.
 Finally but not least I would like to thank all of the Bray Emmets Club including Gary, Liam, Grainne 
amongst many others, who help to make things happen during the year. In particular we would like 
to thank Brenda Donohoe, Willie Brainne and John McCarthy who provide unlimited support and
guidance.
Looking forward to another brilliant year in 2023. 

U9 Boys Football & Hurling



Under 8 hurling and football Boys The first covid free year for our lads proved to
be a great success in both hurling and football We have a great bunch with over 35
lads available for all matches and training most of the time. In the hurling they have
come on leaps and bounds with most of lads lifting and striking from air which is a
great achievement at their age 
In football the lads have become stronger and fitter and skills have been improving
constantly. The lads played over 30 games last year which is incredible at their age 
and although there’s no winners and losers in games there’s plenty of future county
championships in this group 
We have 10 coaches now which is great dedication and effort and a great help to
lead coaches 
Thanks to all the parents for their time and support over the year and we look
forward to competing next year in both Wicklow and Dublin 
Myself and Oisin couldn’t be prouder of the lads who are not only becoming
great players but a great team and bunch of friends 

Simon and Oisin

U8 Boys Football & Hurling



U8 Girls



Coaching Report
Yet again I am blown away by the calibre and willingness of the coaches in Bray
Emmets to go above and beyond in the time they give to our Players. This is the best
club I have ever have the privalege to be involved in. One of the historic proven ways
to hold onto players is social events – you will stay and play if your friends are your
Bray Emmets club mates and I know a lot of the younger teams build three to four
events a year into our playing calendar and this has proven to be very successful.  

We are in the middle of a Foundation course now revamped to Introduction to Gaelic
Games to cover the four codes and are a very compliant club when it comes to coach
education with huge percentage of coaches qualified up to Award 1 standard. We will
be running an Award 1 Youth and Adult course at the end of January. For coaches that
are qualified we will be running workshops starting in Decemeber through to end of
February. But it has being a very busy and successful year on and off the pitch and
coaches need and deserve a good break. So we will have one or two workshops before
our Chritmas break then refresh with good workshops relevant to your requirements.
So please text if you want specific workshops: some of the ones we will cover are
transition from defence to attack, What a training session looks like for certain age
groups for best practice, and an air striking workshop including first touch activities. 

If you don’t know what you did well last year and what to improve on then you stand
still. So we will be sending out a review planning short document to review and set
objectives for 2023 and please fill out collectively with your coaches and we will
review each team with coach meetings. Also please consider organising a parents
meeting for all teams in the new year, just to let parents know what the club plans for
your team is and genuinely if you have that Coaching Triangle; Coach, Parent and
Player you will all have a better experience.  

We really have to thank too many adult players who freely give their time while still 
playing to the younger teams and are a huge benefit to coaches especially at the 
U13/U15 agr groups and we thank you and would love to have a few more senior
players to get involved the younger teams. The same for our super TY prog and younger
 players who volunteer in the academy and some of the comments we get from parents
are amazing towards these young coaches.  

It’s dangerous to individually mention and thank club members who go above and
beyond the call of duty but we have to thank the FULL support of the club executive 
and special mention to Brenda Donohue and Sharon for their amazing support 
throughout the year. And Mr Academy ‘Dave Barry’ the first coach all our parents meet
when they join this great club. The registrars in the academy are amazing and the best
team always have great admins and we thank you all. This year has also seen a hugely
successful All Stars led by Jenny lackey supported by again our younger coaches every
Saturday morning – Nathan, Martha, Jamie and much more take a bow. 
So we look forward to 2023 on and off the pitch and we are currently running reviews
of the four codes under Adult Chair Gerard Murphy and this will lead to better
communication, better planned transition from juvenile to adult ranks and bring the 
club closer together and support each other more on and off the pitch.

Willie Braine  



Well done to the  Bray Emmets under  14 footballers Sean, Josh, Eoin, Charlie, Luke,
Conor, Daire, Joseph, Rob, Sean and John who tried out for the Wicklow under
14 squad during the year . A huge number of 120 tried out for Tom Taylor’s Wicklow
football team which was cut in the spring to 45.
A big congrats to Sean, Eoin, Daire, Luke and John all who made the selection
and represented Wicklow in numerous matches during the year.
A proud year for them, their families, their coaches and their club.
Wishing them all the best in 2023

Wicklow U14 County footballers



Well done to the Bray Emmets under 14 hurlers Eoin, Conor, Sean, Mark, Luke, John,
Sean and Joe who represented the Wicklow county hurlers during the year.
It’s  a huge honour and memorable day when you get your first county jersey and
it was a very proud day for them, their families, their coaches and their club.
A huge thanks to the Wicklow coaching team of Sean Pierce from Arklow and Bray
Emmets own Enda McHugh and Adrian Craig who worked tirelessly in
developing the squad 
Wishing them continued success in 2023

Wicklow U14 County Hurlers



Academy Report 2022

We have had a fantastic year in the Academy. The Academy has
continued to grow from strength to strength with 248 children born
between 2015 and 2018 and new members joining weekly. 
 
We held a club fundraiser “Music Quiz” in April, it was a thoroughly
enjoyable night with a great turn out and we were music delighted to
make €840 profit for the club. 
The Senior and Intermediate Hurlers, along with the u-16 Camogie
team came to visit us on October 8th with their cups and trophies, 
much to the delight of the boys and girls.  
Unfortunately, our Halloween training was a wash out due to the 
weather but we had a Fancy dress party in the clubhouse instead with
a feast of fancy Halloween cupcakes curtsey of Gráinne.      
With Christmas just around the corner we are already planning and 
looking forward to our annual academy visit from Santa, which is 
always a very special day for the children.
 
Parent participation is such an integral and invaluable part of the 
Academy and this has been second to none this year. 
Since September we have welcomed some amazing parents who
have really stepped up and taken on, helping at the sign in desk, 
parking supervision and coaching roles. 
With such commitment our kids can only excel ….and while a massive
thanks to those who help there is always room for more!!

We cannot forget the young coaches from the club who give up their
time on a Saturday morning to help out at the Academy.  
They are amazing young men and women and wonderful role models
for the children to aspire to. 
 
Special mention must go to Willie Braine whose endless work in the
local schools and throughout the Academy continues to increase our
numbers and build a massive future for the club. 
He is a wonderful mentor and coach to our young coaches and the
children. Lastly, a sincere thank you to all the children and their 
parents who have continued to support us. 
Without you we would not be where we are today and we look 
forward to another great year next year. 

Brenda Donohoe   





We have a group of 80 children who are very committed and so happy and come to
training every week. They are an extremely focused and energetic group. They have
come on so much since last year in their development of their skills and in their 
behaviour.  

We started playing matches in the GAA Go Games Fixtures at the start of May.
They kicked off at home with Laragh visiting and with an incredible 63 players from
our group. We had big numbers every week and the children played so well. They
learned so much from these matches and there was big progression in their skills over
this time. We were playing all over Wicklow until the beginning of October and met
some incredible competition. Their team spirit and courage were just awesome.
Our parents encouraged and supported them through every match. They drove them
to the matches and made sure the children had everything they required. 
We are so grateful to them for this support!  

Starting back in the academy in August after a short break has been a very busy time.
The boys and girls are now training in separate groups and are very happy. 
Many parents have now become coaches. They have been absolutely brilliant running
their stations every week and explaining the skills to the children. They are incredibly
committed and generous to give up their time to do this. We began our evening 
training in October for the boys group and 24 boys have attended. We are very excited
to start our journey out of the academy and into the juvenile section of the club. 
We couldn’t do it without the support of Brenda Donohoe and Willie – their dedication
and help and advice is invaluable and we would be lost without them. 
This group of children and parents is simply such a joy to be part of. 

Sharon Sheerin 

2015 Academy



2016 Academy

Saturday mornings is Academy time in Bray Emmets and where our group of 6 year
old girls and boys continue their introduction to the fundamentals skills of GAA, 
getting them started on the basics of both hurling and football. 
Their progress over the past year has been fantastic, having graduated from 
Dave Barry's tutorage in September, they've continued improving their skills
while having fun with their friends every week.  

We've a fantastic group of coaches, made up of parents and our juvenile players
who put the 70 or so kids through their paces every weekend. There's no doubt
the next generation of county champions will come from this group!  

John Smyth  



On August 27th our youngest academy group started back. For many of the young
boys and girls  (60 70) this was their first introduction to Bray Emmets.  
With the help of a dedicated enthusiastic group of transition girls and minor boys
we were able to run lots of fun based activities.
 
Our ethos is on fun and development. We want all our children to enjoy themselves,
make friends, be active and healthy while learning new skills in a safe environment.
These skills will form the basis for the later development of the specific skills of
Hurling and Gaelic Football. 
We ran 8/10 stations with a ratio 2:8 and the children changed stations after 6
minutes. Each session ended with a tag game like Stuck in the mud, Tail tag, 
what time is it Mr Wolf etc.  

A special word of thanks to Fred and Craig for helping out and to Brenda & Emma
for all the organisingand planning. 

Dave Barry

2017/18 Academy



Adam, Graham and Kevin Bushe all tog out for junior hurling.

We are Family



After 3 years the Mini All Irelands and family fun day made a welcome return.
The football mini all Irelands took place in June alongside the family Funday and
over 346 children took part. The hurling / camogie mini all Irelands were held in
September with over 259 children took part.  
The football mini all Ireland took place on the 19th June. The day kicked off with the
teams parading onto the main pitch behind a bagpiper. It was an incredible sight
with the sea of colour as the teams donned 8 different county colours. 
The parade and the teams eventually came to a standstill facing the tricolour, and
sang the national anthem accompanied by the bagpiper. 
On conclusion, a large cheer signalled the start of the finals with teams from
2010 to 2015 taking part from both boys and girls sections.  
The hurling mini all Ireland finals took place on 21st and 22nd of September.
Again teams from 2010 to 2015 took part 
representing several counties. The event took
 place mid-week as it thankfully collided with
the county senior hurling final on the following
Sunday.    
A special word of thanks to the senior 
footballers for presenting the medals for the
football finals and to Mark Lennon and the
U16 girls who presented the medals for the
hurling & camogie finals. It was so wonderfu
to see the adult and juvenile sections come
together and the boys and girls were
completely in awe with many asking for
autographs from their role models. 

Mini All Ireland & Family Funday 2022



Mini All Ireland & Family Funday 2022



Mini All Ireland & Family Funday 2022



4 in a row Senior Hurling Champions

Man of the match Padraig Doyle with Jackie Napier
recieving man of the match Senior hurling final replay.

Mark Lennon Captain of the Senior Hurlers









Pitch Maintenance

All 3 grass pitches ready for new goalmouths



All pitches fitted with new carpet in the goals
Also all grass pitches sanded and shockwaved.

Repalced and added new roadside netting.

Pitch Maintenance



The past couple of years have been quite difficult for the club both on the

activity side as well as on the financial side due to the Covid outbreak. Many

fund-raising activities were impossible during that time while some costs were

continuing to mount up for essential items. 

While the club came out of that period reasonably well, re-opening of the

facilities posed many challenges. The level of revenue generated had to be

increased significantly to provide for the ever-increasing membership as

subscriptions only cover approximately 35% of club cost. We were very

anxious to avoid any increases in subscription rates so fund-raising is very

important.

Fortunately, this year has not been greatly affected by Covid and most

activities have resumed fully. Our members have done trojan work in

fundraising for the club. Examples of this are organising and managing the

hire of our facilities, organising the car-parking and facilities for the Wicklow

200 cycle race, the sale of the National Club Draw tickets, participation in our

Lotto, running marvellous Easter and Summer Camps, organising and Catering

for the Family-day, Mini-All Ireland, Fun-runs, sourcing Sponsorship and

advertising pitch signage and many more that I have not listed.

The result of this is in spite of some very significant cost increases in energy

and other areas and the need for some essential upgrading works, the club

can cover all these costs and still have some excess this year.

This is due to the tremendous effort made by so many willing members of club.

Take a bow and thank you all.

Dermot O’Brien

Club Treasurer’s Report



Santa visit 2021



Santa visit 2021





Hurling Legends

Pictured on Saturday 12th November 2022.
Mark Lennon, Jackie Napier, Brian Glynn and Paul Barry.

Jackie remembers being on the winning bus back in 1952 as a 10 year
old boy when Brian and team won the senior hurling title in Wicklow

for the 1st time for Bray Emmets we would have to wait another 62 years
before winning again and now a historic 4 in a row done this year.



Bray Emmets club is planning a Ukrainian Day in the club on 
Sunday March 20th from 1.00 to 3.00pm. 
(We aim to have weekly)

The club will provide volunteers to undertake a series of 
training sessions for children and young people who are
part of the Ukrainian community in the area.

The clubhouse will be opened upstairs as a facility where
people can have tea, co�ee, minerals and snacks while
parents and friends can have a focal point to meet up.

If you are one of the Irish families who already have o�ered
the hand of friendship to the thousands of refugees �eeing
to Ireland, please let them know they will receive a hearty 
cead míle failte to our club.  

If you are interested in joining up with us on our
Ukrainian Day, Please let Gary know at 
gary.brayemmets@gmail.com

Location: Bray Emmets GAA Club
                   Old Connaught Ave,
                   Bray, Co. Wicklow
 



Blast from the past

Photo taken in the long past Mellifont Hotel, on the 
Quinsboro Road in 1968

1997 U-10 North Wicklow champions gathered together outside the Town Hall for a
snap. Adults in the photo are Felicity and Declan Walsh, Gordon Loughnane, Liam Mc
Graynor our famous trainer of the time, PJ Cunningham and team trainer Mick O’Dea. 



Blast from the past

The 1973 Intermediate championship victory included the late Christy Keeleghan
who died recently he also served as club secretary. He was pictured here gathering 
possesion against Michael Reid of Valleymount in a game back in the 70’s in 
Blessington.
The Intermediate team of the day included the following.
Gabriel Plower, George Murphy, John Healy, Joe McGloughlin, Connie O’Keefe,
Alex Moraghan, Martin Rosney, Pat Naughton, Terry Mangan, Tom McManus,
Mick Merrigan, Rev. Bro. Sweeney, Peter Duffy, Christy Keeleghan, Flor Kearns,
Paul McNaughton, Boby O’Keefe, Mick Reilly, Pat Curran, Tom O’Connell.

May the departed players rest in peace. 



Congratulations to our PRO PJ Cunningham on the launch of his book

'Grassroots: On what was a wonderful occasion by all accounts, GAA President

Larry McCarthy said the book highlighted the value of the folklore and 

stories built up around our games.

“What these two Grassroots books do is ensure they become available to a wider

audience as most, if not all, of these stories are being published for the first time"

The book is a gold mine of GAA tales spanning over 150 years and follows the

publication of a successful first volume last year.

 

Wicklow contributors to this edition include our own Bray Emmets legend

Jackie Napier, also Ciarán Byrne, Michael O’Brien and tales from deceased gaels,

Aodh Ó Broin, Eamon Moules and Peter Keogh.

Grassroots: The Second half is available at all good bookshops nationwide and

online at www.ballpointpress.ie

Grassroots by PJ Cunningham



Club Camps 2022

SUMMER CAMP 2022

Record numbers in both our Easter & Summer
club camps this year. Special thanks to Brenda Donohue,

Sharon Sheerin, Willie Braine, Gary Prunty and all the
young club coaches who make this possible.





2006 Senior Football League Fox Cup Final

Blast from the past





Halloween



Halloween







 Downey’s Pharmacy

Functional Strength Movement

GASTRO PUB



SCHOOL OF MOTORING


